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PREFACE

The increasing wealth of unused sources has made the period covered
in the present volume shorter than originally planned. While many of
the incidents and events described and portrayed have previously been
treated in part or in whole, nevertheless, they are here presented with
many additional details gleaned from new sources now available. The
withdrawal of the missionaries of the College of Queretaro from the
Texas field has received heretofore only passing mention. It is treated
fully here for the first time. The same is true with regard to the first
attempt at secularization of Mission Valero, a significant episode ignored
until now. An earnest effort has been made to present the complete picture
of social, economic, and political conditions and to portray realistically
the personal considerations and human emotions that often determine
the course of history.

The author wishes to acknowledge his indebtedness to the Knights of
Columbus, under whose auspices the study was carried out; to Rev. Dr.
Paul J. Foik, C. S. C,, of St. Edward’s University, Austin, for his valuable
guidance and constant encouragement; to Dr. Charles W. Hackett, Dr.
Eugene Barker, Miss Winnie Allen, Miss Maurine T. Wilson, and Mr.
E. W. Winkler of the University of Texas for useful suggestions, friendly
advice, and continued cooperation in checking materials and sources, and
to Elisa, his wife, for uncomplaining endurance in checking details.

C. E. CASTAREDA,
Latin-American Librarian,
The University of Texas.
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CHAPTER 1
THE ProvINCE OF TExAs IN 1762

On the eve of the Louisiana cession to Spain, the Province of Texas had
aroused the concern of the officials in Mexico. Largely through the per-
sistent efforts of the tireless missionaries an extension of the actual domain
of Spain had been attempted since 1740 but with doubtful results. The
continued menace of French enterprise, constantly carried forward into
the Indian territory occupied by the unsubdued Apaches and Comanches,
and the relentless advance of the English frontier towards the Mississippi
had determined the Spanish officials on more than one occasion to support
the zealous efforts of the missionaries in extending their endeavors to the
unconquered tribes. As a result, the general situation had been improved
in spite of apparent failures. San Antonio, the center of Spanish power,
had continued to develop slowly. La Bahia had now two missions, and the
garrison of the presidio had been increased by ten men. Conditions at
Los Adaes had been improved and the illicit trade with the neighboring
French post of Natchitoches had grown in spite of stringent regulations
and repeated investigations. A fruitless attempt had been made to occupy
the lower Trinity by authorizing the establishment of a mission for the
Orcoquisacs and a garrison of thirty men. Several missions and a presidio
had been established at La Junta de los Rios, present Presidio. The El Paso
region had been given liberal support and the missions in the vicinity of
present El Paso were active and making progress. The San Xavier River
enterprise had proved a dismal failure and led to a futile attempt to
bring the fierce Apaches under Spanish influence, which in turn had come
to a tragic end through the aroused enmity of the northern tribes. The
most formidable attempt of Spanish arms, under Colonel Ortiz Parrilla,
to chastise these Indians had resulted in the most shameful defeat at the
hands of the natives in the annals of frontier warfare. But the continued
efforts of the officials in Mexico and the undaunted missionaries in Texas
in the face of apparently insurmountable obstacles had forced the extension
of the missionary field to the upper Nueces River, where new missions were
temporarily founded for the faithless Apaches. This experiment, however,
only helped to maintain the hostility of the already embittered northern
tribes. )

The details of some of these activities and incidents have been given in

[1]
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2 Our Catholic Heritage in T exas

the previous volume of this history. Before taking up the interrupted
thread of our narrative, it will be well to survey conditions in Texas
in 1762. With this as a background the new policies of the viceregal
government and the activities of the zealous missionaries during the
closing quarter of the eighteenth century will be better understood.

The mission system had been founded under numerous handicaps and
at the cost of great sacrifices in the early part of the century. It had
heroically stood the trials and tribulations of the early years in an
untrodden and unconquered wilderness and in the face of unmerited
opposition of unsympathetic and selfish officials. In the years that followed,
it had grown and developed inspired by human sacrifice and the blood
of innocent martyrs, who toiled with undying faith to plant deep the
roots of civilization and bring the comforts of religion to thé¢ untutored
hordes that roamed the vast wilderness. But like other frontier institutions,
the missions were to continue until their work was done. Not till then were
they to pass on even as the frontier itself. It is this last phase that will
form the major portion of the present volume. It would be misleading, as
Bolton, the great pioneer historian of Spanish Texas, has so aptly said
“to leave the impression that all the Texas missions in this period had
the same disastrous career as those on the San Xavier, the Trinity, the
San Saba and the Nueces Rivers.”! Fortunately the industrious and
painstaking friars have left us a detailed and illuminating report of the
progress, both spiritual and temporal, made by the missions up to the
year 1762.

An impartial examination of the record of material and spiritual
progress attained by the missions offers a striking contrast to the wretched
and precarious existence of the civil settlers in Texas. But the success
of the missions had not been at the expense of the civil settlements. It
was the result of the intelligent and disinterested direction of the mis-
sionaries, the paternal care, the burning zeal, and the unselfish labors of
that remarkable group of men who took the uncivilized denizen of the
wilds, and in order to bring to him the comforts of religion, initiated him
into the industrious habits of civilized men, leading the neophytes gently
but firmly in their daily tasks and inclining them by slow degrees to
sustained and persistent effort. This was, truly, a labor of love and genuine
civilization. The realization that the civil settlement of Texas and the
establishment of Spain’s claim to this vast province were due to the
efforts of the missionaries more than to Spanish arms, dawns with

1Bolton, Texas in the Middle Eighteenth Century, 95.
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The Province of Texas in 1762 3

irresistible force upon the student of the mission era. It was, in fact, the
missions that supplied food to the settlements in their want; it was the
mission Indians that saved San Antonio on more than one occasion. It
was the missions that offered greater protection against the attacks of
hostile tribes than the poorly built and run down presidios in Texas.
Lastly, it must be recognized that the officials themselves admitted the
fact that only the influence of the missionaries kept the numerous Indian
nations, who far outnumbered the Spanish soldiers and settlers, from
destroying the Spanish outposts in Texas and driving the Spaniards out.

It has been asserted, without any foundation and with but little thought,
that the missions in Texas were a grand failure. Unfortunately the asser-
tion has been repeated by Catholics and non-Catholics alike to the point
where it has become an admitted and undisputed fact. But this conclusion
is unfounded and merely the result of a deduction from a false premise.
It has been deduced that since the missions disappeared and only their
silent and romantic ruins stand today before the gazing crowds, they
failed. But the fundamental fact is ignored, that the mission in the
Spanish system was a transitory frontier institution designed as a stage
in the progress of the extending frontier, like the military posts them-
selves, which moved on to new frontiers or were abandoned when the
settlements became self-supporting and the need for protection had ceased.
Just as the stagecoach, the covered wagon, the trading post, and the
thundering herds of the buffalo have passed away, so did the missions
of the Spanish frontier give way to a new age for which they had labored
so faithfully. Each served its purpose in the development of the frontier,
each made possible in its own way a new era.

The missions, however, like the zealous austere pilgrims of the Atlantic
coast, carried into the wilderness the elements of a new civilization, but
with greater love and sympathy for the native, whom they tried to convert
and civilize and in whom the missionary recognized another fellow-being.
By no standards can it be said that the Texas missions failed. Temporally
and spiritually they succeeded admirably, as the records plainly show.
They accomplished their task well and unselfishly held high the torch of
civilization. The repeated accusations by unscrupulous officials and envious
neighbors, that they prospered at their expense, is the begrudging admis-
sion of their uncontested success. It is the despairing cry of those who
fail. Had the missions failed, had they had no material goods, had the
Indians lived under their protection and care as wretchedly as the

Google



4 Our Catholic Heritage in Tczas

impoverished and indolent soldiers and settlers, there would have been
no outcry against them.

Mission San Antonso de Valero. By 1762, this mission had become
a prosperous Indian community under the watchful care and paternal
guidance of the devoted missionaries of the College of La Santa Cruz
of Querétaro. Located about two gunshots distance from the San Antonio
River, on its eastern bank, stood the monastery or friary, which was the
heart of the mission. This was a building fifty varas square, with its
upper and lower cloisters flanked with ample archways. There were cells
for the missionaries, a refectory, a kitchen, and offices. All these rooms
were decorously furnished with all the things necessary for the gdmin-
istration of the mission and to supply the needs of the neophytes. The
cells of the Padres, the offices, and all the other rooms were decorated
with good taste and breathed a spirit that reflected the fervent faith
of the founders. Back of the monastery was a large hall, where there
were four looms. Here cotton and woolen cloth and blankets of various
kinds were woven to supply all the needs of the mission. Adjoining the
looms were two rooms in which the wool, the cotton, the combs. cards,
spools, and other spinning accessories used by the Indians in the daily
tasks were kept. Both the wool and cotton used were raised by the mission.

The church, begun in 1738, had been completed before this date
(1762) with its tower and sacristy, but the structure was poorly built
and caved in soon after its completion. With characteristic industry and
determination a new church was now being built out of stone and mortar,
much more solidly and much better designed. A word should be said
here about the childish tradition, sentimentally repeated by credulous
folklorists and uncritical historians, that the mortar used was mixed with
the milk of asses or goats. No reference to any such practice has been
found in the available records. In the meantime a hall, thirty-five varas
long, built to serve as a granary, was being used for religious services.
An altar with its platform had been erected at one end of the long room.
Over it, in a niche, a carved image of Saint Anthony, one vara high, had
been placed. There were also an image of Christ crucified, one and a
third varas long, a carved image of Our Lady of Sorrows, and a similar
one of Saint John. The last two were artistically clothed. Above a second
altar was an image of Our Lady of Sorrows, one wara high, with its
andas, and two lovely dresses. This image was taken out every week
by the Indians in a procession which they held in connection with their
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The Province of Texas in 1762 5

devotion to the rosary. It had a pallium of Persian silk. Above a third
altar, which was set up in the choir, there was a beautiful image of the
Nazarene and several pictures. Along the sides of the choir were built-in
benches for greater comfort. There were also two benches, two confes-
sionals, a fountain for holy water, a baptismal font made of copper with
its cover, a set of altar bells, candlesticks and four large bells.

The sacristy was a well furnished room with drawers and closets in
which the ornaments were kept. There were three chalices with their
patens, four cruets, a mounted crucifix, a censer, and three anointers,
all of silver. For the celebration of the Holy Sacrifice and other liturgical
functions there were fourteen complete sets of vestments, some of Persian
silk and some of damask, besides four copes. There were also twenty
surplices and fifteen sets of altar cloths. The mission had three missals,
two rituals, and all the things necessary for the adequate celebration of
the various religious festivals.

The pueblo proper consisted of seven tiers of houses made of stone
arranged about a square. Through the center of this ran a waterway
shaded by willows and various fruit trees which were cultivated for the
benefit of the Indians. As a precaution against a siege, a good well
had been dug to provide the inmates with water. The entire mission and
pueblo were surrounded by a wall with a fortified gate, over which there
was a turret, where three cannons were mounted. On either side were
loopholes for its defence. Each house was provided with doors and windows
and each one had high beds and chests with drawers. Each family had
its metate (grindstone), its comal (flat iron to cook corn bread), its
pots and pans, and all the necessary utensils. These things were regularly
supplied to the neophytes from the common warehouse.

For the cultivation of their crops, which were chiefly corn, beans, chile,
cotton, and some vegetables, the mission had forty yokes of oxen fully
equipped, thirty plows and the necessary plowshares and harrows; twelve
carts to transport supplies, stone, and timber; fifty axes, forty hoes,
twenty-two bars, and twenty-five scythes. For carpentry they had all
the necessary instruments and tools, such as planes, saws, vices, hammers,
files, formones (chisels), and braces. They also had a well-equipped
blacksmith shop to repair their tools, sharpen their instruments, and
shoe their stock.

In the granary, which was a large stone building, the supplies were
kept. Here there was room to store as many as eighteen hundred bushels

Google



6 Our Catholic Heritage in Texas

of corn and several hundred bushels of beans, which were the annual
harvest raised by the mission Indians.

The mission also had a ranch with a rock house twenty-five varas long
and an arcade. The building had three rooms, where the families, who
took care of the stock, lived. There were in the ranch one hundred and
fifteen saddle horses, eleven hundred and fifteen head of cattle, twenty-
three hundred sheep and goats, two hundred mares, fifteen donkeys. and
eighteen mules. The ranch had its stone chapel, eleven varas long, with
a stone cross two varas high on its altar, which was also adorned with
several carved images and some paintings. In the chapel two sets of
vestments were kept for the celebration of Mass.

Such was the physical plant of Mission San Antonio de Valero forty-
four years after its establishment. During this time, while gaining in
temporal goods, it had baptized fifteen hundred and seventy-two Indians.
Of these twelve hundred and forty-seven had received Christian burial
and four hundred and fifty-four had been married by the church. In
1762 there were seventy-six families living at the mission, who together
with the orphans and widowers, made a total of two hundred and seventy-
five persons. They were of the Xarame, Payaya, Zana, Lipan, Coco, Top,
and Karankawa nations. Of these, thirty-two were gentiles who were
being instructed to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. The mission was
administered at this time by Fray Mariano Francisco de los Dolores,
Fray José Lopez, and Brother Juan de los Angeles.

Mission Purisima Concepcion. This mission, which was originally
founded in East Texas in 1716, was moved to San Antonio in 1730. It
was located about one league (two and one-half miles) south of Valero.
Its church, which had now been completed, was thirty-two varas long
and eight varas wide, built of stone and with a dome. It had two towers
with bells. Above the main altar there was a fresco of the Cinco Sesiores.
Its tabernacle was gilded, and over the main altar, in an oval-shaped

?Fray Mariano Francisco de los Dolores and companions to Fray Francisco Xavier
Ortiz, March 6, 1762. 4. G. M., Historia, Vol. 28, ff. 162-183. This important
and detailed report was made by order of Fray Manuel de Néixera, Commissary General
of Missions in New Spain, given on October 16, 1761, and transmitted to the San
Antonio missionaries on October 28 of the same year by Fray Ortiz. The contents
were summarily given by Bolton in his Zexas in the Middle Eighteenth Cenmtury,
96-101, but the details concerning each mission have never been cited. They con-
stitute an invaluable source for a graphic picture of the missions in San Antonio in
1762 that should be made available. In the present description liberal use of the
report has been made.
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The Province of Texas in 1762 7

niche, was an elegantly sculptured image in honor of Our Lady of Sorrows
and Our Lady of Pilar. The church was furnished with two confessionals,
several benches and a pulpit. Beneath the two towers there were two
small chapels: one dedicated to Saint Michael, with a very pleasing altar,
and the other used as a baptistry. Here there was a baptismal font of
copper with its cover, three anointers, and a silver shell.

The sacristy was a room with an arched ceiling twelve varas square
and was fitted with closets and drawers, where three chalices with their
patens were kept, together with a ciborium, cruets, a tray, and a censer, all
made of silver. There were also several missals, twelve complete sets of
vestments made of Persian silk and ten of damask, three copes, a good
supply of altar cloths and various ornaments for the celebration of the
different feasts of the Church.

The friary had the necessary cells for the missionaries and other rooms
for offices and storage. It was one-story high with a pleasing archway
along the side. All the rooms and cells were decorated with good taste.
Adjoining the living quarters of the missionaries was a large hall, where
the looms of the mission were installed. It also had two storerooms. Here
woolen and cotton cloth of various kinds were woven for the use of the
mission inmates. Blankets, too, were made here. In the adjoining store-
rooms the wool and cotton used were also stored together with the combs,
cards, spinning wheels and other equipment. The granary was in a separate
building, where sixteen hundred bushels of corn and one hundred bushels
of beans were kept.

For the cultivation of the fields the mission had forty-five yokes of
oxen and the necessary number of plows, plowshares, hoes, and other tools.
Its blacksmith shop was fully equipped with its anvil, bellows, hammers,
tongs, and sledge hammers. The mission was also well provided with all
the tools necessary for carpentry and cabinet making, which were used
by the Indians in keeping their houses and the entire mission property in
repair and in making the furniture required for their needs.

The Indian pueblo proper was arranged in two tiers of stone houses on
either side of the church and monastery, all enclosed within a rectangular
wall for its protection. Each Indian family was provided with the neces-
sary pots and pans, its grindstone for corn, and a flat iron for cooking their
tortillas (corn cakes) over the coals. The cultivated fields were fenced
and irrigated by a ditch that led the water from the river, where a stone
dam had been built. The mission owned a ranch, where it had several
houses for the caretakers who looked after the two hundred mares, one
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8 Our Catholic Heritage in Texas

hundred and twenty horses, six hundred and ten head of cattle, and
twenty-two hundred sheep and goats.

According to the records of the mission it had baptized seven hundred
and ninety-two persons since its establishment, of whom five hundred and
fifty-eight had been given Christian burial. At this time there were fifty-
eight families living in the mission, who together with the orphans and
widowers, made a total of two hundred and seven persons of both sexes
and all ages. They were chiefly members of the Pajalat, Tacame, and
Sanipao nations. In charge of the mission were Fray Guadalupe de Prado,
and Fray Pedro de Parras.?

Mission San Juan Capistrano. This mission was located a little less
than three leagues (seven or eight miles) from San Antonio de Valero,
almost due east, and had not made as much progress as the others because
the land allotted to it was not sufficient for its cattle and horses and the
raising of the required crops. No separate church had as yet been built,
religious services being held in a large room twenty-five varas long in
the monastery. Adjoining this room was a smaller one used as the
sacristy. The room used as a chapel had three altars: one of the Nazarene,
one of San Juan Capistrano in the center, with a beautiful gilded
tabernacle, and one of Our Lady of the Rosary. Each one of the threc
had an unusually well carved image of their respective saint. Furthermore,
each altar was graced by a number of good oil paintings. In the sacristy
there was a baptismal font with its silver shell, two anointers, twenty-
two candlesticks, two censers, six small silver bells, a copper crucifix
mounted on a staff, two chalices with their patens, and a ciborium, all
of silver, three missals and three manuals for the administration of the
sacraments. For the celebration of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass it had
twenty-one vestments of silk and damask, two copes, twelve surplices,
fifteen pair of altar cloths, and many other ornaments needed for the
observance of the various religious feasts and rites. All these things
were kept in the sacristy in closets and drawers. There was also a
beautiful statue of Our Lady of Sorrows with its costly tunic and a
silver crown and sword.

The monastery or friary had several cells and two rooms for offices or
storage, besides the two that served for the chapel and sacristy already
described. Each one was furnished with taste and devotion. The gallery
that ran along the side was flanked by a graceful arcade. As in the other

$/bid., 167-169.
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The Province of Texas in 1762 9

three missions already described, there was a separate hall where woolen
and cotton cloth and blankets of various kinds were woven in three looms
for the use of the mission Indians. All the cotton and wool employed
for this purpose were produced by the mission. Its weaving and spinning
room was well equipped with everything needed for the work.

Being much more exposed to the frequent attacks and raids of the
enemy, the mission had not made as much progress as the others. The
neophytes sitll lived in adobe huts thatched with grass or hay, but these
were neatly kept. Plans had already been made, however, to replace them
with more durable structures of rock and lime, for which purpose the
mission had twelve carts ready to transport the necessary materials. Each
family was provided with pots and pans, grindstones, and other household
utensils. To repel the not uncommon attacks of the Apaches the mission
had several swivel guns and twenty arquebuses with the corresponding
ammunition.

In the granary, which was a large and well constructed building of
stone and mortar, the mission had room to store as many as two thousand
bushels of corn and beans for the maintenance of the Indians. For the
cultivation of the fields it had a supply of plows, hoes, plowshares,
harrows, and other farm implements. It also had a good supply of
carpenter and blacksmith tools, as well as trowels and other instruments
for masonry. The chief crops cultivated by the neophytes of this mission
were corn, beans, chile, various vegetables, and cotton.

The mission owned about one thousand head of cattle and thirty-five
hundred sheep and goats. To care for these it had one hundred saddle
horses and four hundred mares which were pastured in eleven droves.

According to the records of the mission the good Padres had baptized
eight hundred and forty-seven persons, young and old, and they had given
Christian burial to six hundred and forty-five. At this time there were
living in the mission fifty-one families with a total of two hundred and
three persons of both sexes and all ages. The chief nations represented
were the Orejon, the Sayopin, the Pamaque, and the Piguique. The mis-
sionaries in the mission were Fray Benito Varela and Fray Manuel Rolan.*

Mission San Francisco de la Espada. This was in some respects the
most exposed of the San Antonio missions founded by the College of
Querétaro. It was located about a quarter of a league (less than a mile)
south from San Juan Capistrano, but over three leagues from San Antonio

4/bid., 169-171.
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cattle, four thousand sheep and goats, one hundred and forty-five saddle
horses, eleven droves of mares, and nine donkeys in the ranch.

The mission pueblo consisted of three tiers of stone and mortar houses
ranged around three sides of a rectangle. Here lived the Indians of the
mission, each family being supplied with the necessary furniture, pots
and pans, and other utensils. At this time there were fifty-two families,
numbering two hundred and seven persons of both sexes and all ages.
But since the founding of this mission eight hundred and fifteen had
been duly baptized and five hundred and thirteen had received Christian
burial. The nations represented by the neophytes were the Pacao, the
Borado, and the Mesquite. Fray José Ignacio Maria Alegre and Fray
Tomas Arcayos were in charge of the mission at this time.®

Mission San José. This mission, founded by the saintly Margil, was
under the care of the College of Nuestra Sefiora de Guadalupe of Zacatecas.
Although it was established two years after Mission Valero (present
Alamo), it was just as flourishing and perhaps more beautiful. Before the
end of the century it was to be acclaimed the finest mission in all New
Spain. As early as 1758, when Governor Jacinto Barrios y Jauregui made
his first inspection, San José had already attained an enviable stage of
development and was recognized as the best organized and best defended
of the five missions in San Antonio. At that time it had two hundred
and eighty Indians of both sexes and all ages. Of these one hundred and
thirteen were capable of bearing arms. Besides the old men, there were
seventy-six women and ninety-two boys and girls. Since its establishment
nine hundred and sixty-four had been baptized and four hundred and
sixty-six had been given Christian burial. One hundred and forty-five
had been married #n facse ecclesiae.

A good stone and mortar church had been built, with its tower, its
transept, and a single nave with vaulted roof. This was not, however,
the present building, whose corner stone was not laid until 1768, but a
more simple one. It was, nevertheless, ample enough to accommodate two
thousand persons, according to the report of the not-too-friendly governor.
In the tower it had a good chime of bells and in the sacristy it had a fine
supply of ornaments and vestments of excellent material and exquisite
workmanship. The church had many beautifully carved statues at the
main altar and in two chapels at either end of the transept.

Next to the church stood the friary, well built of stone and mortar, with

S/bid., 171-173.

Google



- Original from
D d by
iitized by (( ;(}Ogle UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN



The Province of Texas in 1762 - 13

well dressed, had an ample supply of food, and each performed his
assigned task willingly.

In the granary there were twenty-five hundred bushels of corn and
beans. They had thirty yokes of oxen and all the necessary implements
and tools for the cultivation of the fields. These were all irrigated. It is
of interest to note that sugar cane was being cultivated and that herc
was the first place in Texas where it was made into sugar by the Indians.
The mission owned fifteen hundred head of cattle, all branded, after
having lost in recent years over two thousand killed or stolen by the
Apaches. It had thirty-two hundred sheep, eighty mares, and almost a
hundred saddle horses. Six bulls were killed weekly at the mission for
consumption by the neophytes, who when sick were fed chicken broth
and lamb chops. The heart and soul of the mission was Father Fray
Ildefonso José Marmolejo, to whom much of the progress was due.®

Unfortunately the report made in 1762 in response to the order of the
Commissary General of Missions is rather meager and too general to
compare the progress of San José with the missions of the College of
Querétaro already described.” But by 1768, the inspector of missions for
the College of Zacatecas, Fray José de Solis, was so impressed with the
progress made that he exclaims, “This mission is in such a flourishing
condition, both spiritually and materially, and so beautiful that I cannot
find words or figures of speech with which to express its beauty.” Behind
a square wall, six hundred and sixty feet on each side, rose the monastery
and buildings of the mission, guarded by two turrets placed on diagonal
corners of the square to protect the gates and two adjacent wings respec-
tively. The former church had been pulled down to construct a new and
better one, whose corner stone was laid this year. This is the building
that is standing to this day, a peerless example of mission architecture
at its best, proclaimed the finest in New Spain ten years later in the
pristine beauty of its inauguration.

An arched hall that led from the former church to the friary had been
walled in order to use it as a church. This was large enough for the
purpose. Here there were several chalices, a ciborium, and a monstrance
of wrought silver, besides many vestments of excellent material and fine
workmanship. It had its silver oil stocks, silver sprinkler, and a holy

¢Informe del Gobernador Barrios y Jiuregui sobre la Mision de San José. May 23,
1758. Sam Francisco ¢l Grande Archive, Vol. 12, pp. 59-61.

7For the description made in 1762 by Fray Simon Hierro, Guardian of the College
of Zacatecas, which the writer has been unable to find, see Bolton, 02. cit., 99-100.
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are well instructed in the truths of Christianity, and all know the catechism
and the mysteries of our holy faith. With the exception of such as were
already old when they came to the mission, and who are still uninstructed
and ignorant, all of these Indians speak Spanish, have been baptized,
and know their prayers. Most of them play some musical instrument, the
guitar, the violin, or the harp. All have good voices and on Saturdays,
the 19th of each month, and on the feasts of Our Lady, the Blessed
Virgin, they recite the rosary outdoors and a choir of four voices, soprano,
alto, tenor, and bass, with musical accompaniments, sings so beautifully
that it is a delight to hear them. The procession moves along within the
walls and is protected on either side by a double file of warriors. Outside
the wall are posted sentinels on horseback to watch against attack by
unfriendly tribes. Both the men and women sing and dance just as the
Spaniards, and they do so, perhaps, even more beautifully and more
gracefully. They dress with decency, being provided with two suits or
dresses, one for week days and another for feast days. The men are not
bad-looking, and the women, except an occasional, coarse-featured one,
are graceful and handsome. The able-bodied men attend to the manual
labor, the old men make arrows for the warriors, the grown-up girls
weave cloth, card wool, and sew, the old women catch fish for the Padres,
and the younger boys and girls go to school and recite their prayers.”
Before describing the conditions of the Presidio of San Antonio de
Béjar and the Villa de San Fernando it may be well to summarize briefly
the progress of the missions. All but one of the five missions had stone
or rock houses for the neophytes and all had stone and mortar friaries,
granaries, and protective walls, being supplied with adequate means of
defense and arms sufficient to equip the neophytes to repel the enemy.
Some of them even had swivel guns to safeguard the main gates. In
their granaries the five missions had a grand total of nine thousand nine
hundred bushels of corn and over seven hundred bushels of beans, besides
chile, salt, potatoes, cotton, and other supplies in varying amounts. On
the farms they cultivated and raised all the products enumerated besides
lentils, vegetables, melons, sugar cane, and peaches. In their ranches
they had a total of five thousand four hundred and eighty-seven head
of cattle, seventeen thousand sheep and goats, over six hundred saddle
horses, almost one thousand breeding mares, over one hundred donkeys,
and almost as many mules. The wool produced by the sheep was woven

*P. P. Forrestal, The Solis Diary of 1767, in Preliminary Studies, Texas Catholic
Historical Society publications, Vol. 1, p. 6, pp. 20-21.
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into cloth, as well as the cotton, in sixteen looms, and in one instance
they had a regular tailor shop.

Spiritually the five missions had baptized five thousand one hundred
and fifteen natives. They had given Christian burial to three thousand
three hundred and twenty-two, and they had married seven hundred
and forty-one couples. There were living in the missions at this time
twelve hundred and forty-two Indians, representing twenty-three different
nations or tribes: The Xaraname, Payaya, Zana, Lipan, Coco, Top, Karan-
kawa, Pajalata, Tacame, Xarame, Sanipao, Pacao, Borrado, Mesquite,
Orejon, Sayopin, Pamaque, Piguique, Pampopa, Pastia, Canana, Cana, and
Aguasalla. Many of these tribes lived over a hundred miles away and
had to be brought from their native haunts to the missions and induced
to stay there. These figures and facts bear eloquent testimony to the
success which attended the labors of the zealous and unassuming friars,
who worked incessantly for the welfare of their beloved but wayward
children of the wilds.

Presidio San Antonio de Béjar and Villa de San Fernando. When
the Bishop of Guadalajara visited Texas at the close of 1759 he was
greatly disappointed with the conditions he found prevalent throughout
the entire province. He was particularly impressed with the inadequacy
of its defence and the wretched conditions of the civil settlements. In a
letter to the viceroy he declares that there were, in fact, no presidios
in Texas properly speaking, and that the few settlements were truly
diminutive and totally defenseless. “There is not even a poor bulwark
or breastwork,” he exclaims, ‘behind which to entrench a cannon. The
four or six swivel guns of the Presidio of San Antonio de Béjar are
lying on the ground without a carriage.” The Villa de San Fernando
was not much better. The whole settlement consisted of about sixty
families, so poverty-stricken and wretched that they subsisted only by
the grace of God. In the opinion of the bishop two hundred Indians armed
with guns could put the entire settlement to flight.

Such conditions could not be allowed to continue, the good bishop
remonstrated, because the site of this struggling settlement was the most
important in the entire province and the best suited for the development
of a large town. The most urgent need, it seemed to him, was to build
a respectable fort that could furnish the settlers the security and safety
required for the development of a prosperous community. The garrison
of five men, all that were left in the presidio after the assignment of
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three guards to each one of the five missions, was totally inadequate,
especially since the presidio was a fort only in name. First of all the
presidio should be rebuilt out of strong timber at least, for at present
it was a group of miserable huts roofed with grass, exposed to being
set on fire by a lighted arrow. It had neither a wall nor a stockade. The
settlers were justified in feeling uneasy with the persistent rumors of a
contemplated attack by northern tribes.

The bishop explained that he had obtained information of the danger
that threatened San Antonio not from its commander or the settlers but
while sojourning in La Bahia and other places and while talking with
the older and more experienced pioneers of other sections. The truth was
that the country from Monclova and San Juan Bautista in Coahuila to
San Antonio was practically uninhabited and infested by hostile bands
of Indians. In his opinion the Apaches constituted a serious menace,
and under the circumstances, since they could not be effectively resisted
by force, it would be wise to tolerate them and to court their friendship.
He sagely pointed out that if this nation was alienated under the existing
conditions it might cause the loss of the entire province to France or
England." ’

The discouraging picture so vividly painted by the bishop in his
sincere anxiety for the safety of the forlorn outpost is corroborated by
the optimistic Fray Mariano, whose faith in the Apaches appears to
have been shaken by the recent tragedy of San Saba. In a letter to the
viceroy he expresses the fears entertained both by the settlers and the
missionaries early in 1760. It seems that in January of this year a group
of Tonkawas had come to San Antonio to solicit peace. These Indians
had warned the Spaniards that the Taovayas, Quitseys, and Tawakonis
were planning a combined attack “when the trees bud again,” aided by
a large force of Comanches. The friar reminded the viceroy that these
northern tribes no longer fought with bows and arrows but used firearms
which were furnished them by the French.

San Antonio could muster eighty men at the best, including soldiers
and settlers. This force could not repel an attack such as was expected.
Many of the men were incapacitated for vigorous service and some lived
in ranches twenty-five leagues away, so that little dependence could be
placed on them in case of a sudden or unexpected attack. Although it

1eBishop of Guadalajara to the Viceroy, December 26, 1759. In Testimonio de los
autos fhos. a consulta del Coronel Diego Ortiz Parrilla. 4. G. /., Audiencia de Mézico,
92-6-22 (Dunn Transcripts, 1759-1763), pp. 197-200.
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The deplorable conditions, made worse by the perfidy of the Apache
Indians, are frankly admitted by the Cabildo (city council) itself. On
September 1, 1762, it presented a formal petition to Governor Martos y
Navarrete reaffirming the catalogue of grievances and misfortunes the
settlement of San Antonio had suffered at the hands of the hostile tribes
and placed the responsibility on the inadequate garrison and the general
lack of proper protection. The emboldened Apaches, under the guise of a
peace which they knew the Spaniards would not dare break, carried their
insolence to the extreme of flatly refusing to return branded horses stolen
from the afflicted settlers, impudently laughing in their faces at their
impotence. Luis Antonio Menchaca, Andrés Ramoén, Francisco Delgado,
and Vicente Alvarez Travieso, old settlers and experienced pioneers,
urged in their representation the restoration of the garrison to its original
forty-four men as the initial and most essential step in the improvement
of the settlement.®

But the most graphic and vivid picture of the existing conditions and
the general appearance of the Presidio of San Antonio de Béjar and the
Villa de San Fernando was drawn by its new commander, Luis Antonio
Menchaca. Upon the resignation of the old and intrepid Captain Toribio
de Urrutia, disabled after more than thirty years of faithful service
as a frontier officer of His Majesty, Menchaca was appointed to this
important post. The terms of the appointment themselves are interesting.
He was to receive three hundred pesos, half of the salary of the aged
Urrutia, who was to remain on the rolls of the presidio and to receive
the other half of his salary until his death, being relieved of all active
duty but asked to help the new commander with the wisdom of his long
experience. When Menchaca took over the command, he made a long and
detailed report on the condition of the presidio and the villa in May, 1763.

The garrison, including the captain, consisted of twenty-two men.
These were well provided with guns, rawhide shields (an antique defense
now against arrows), swords, powder horns, powder, lead balls, horses,
and chaps (cueras). Although the men were well equipped and disciplined,
such a small force was totally inadequate for the defense of this important
outpost, particularly in view of the deplorable condition of the presidio.
This place was entirely open to attack and devoid of even the vestige

In Testimonio de los autos de la visita. 4. G. /., Audiencia de México, 92-6-22. 1763,
PP. 55-60.

IBRepresentation of the Cabildo, September 1, 1762, in Testimonio de los autos
de la visita . . . 4. G. /., Audiencia de México, 92-6-22, pp. 60-66.
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Rodriguez had suffered a stroke and Alberto Lopez was very old and
stone-deaf. Francisco de Estrada, too, was very old, but Juan Cortinas
was still older, and so was Gerénimo Flores. Andrés Ramén, a member
of the Cabildo and a relative of the Raméns of Coahuila, was suffering
from an incurable disease that made him practically an invalid. Pedro
Flores was also an invalid. Old Isidro de 1a Garza had broken his leg and
was unable to do anything. Thus we get a glimpse of the settlers thirty-
one years after the establishment of the Villa of San Fernando.

But let us return to the presidio. Menchaca pointed out the multiple
duties which the five men of the garrison were supposed to perform and
it does seem absurd to have expected so much of them. In addition to all
the routine duties of a post they were expected to guard the horses, furnish
escort for the governor, the missionaries, or any other official coming to
or going from San Antonio to any other place; take messages even to
distant Mexico, and convoy trains of supplies. With justified indignation
Menchaca declares it was preposterous to expect any five individuals to
do all these things and to defend this important outpost of Spain’s domin-
ion against all enemies. No other presidio along the entire frontier was
called upon to protect five missions and a civil settlement. Los Adaes,
Orcoquisac, La Bahia, San Saba, San Juan Bautista on the Rio Grande,
and Santa Rosa in Coahuila, all had more men than San Antonio de Béjar
to garrison them, yet not one of them had to furnish guards to five missions
and to defend a settlement. Furthermore no other presidio was so exposed
nor so frequently attacked by hostile Indians. But its troubles, always
great, had been increased tenfold since the destruction of San Saba. Unable
to rely upon the perfidious Apaches, who preyed constantly upon the
slender resources of this frontier outpost and settlement, it was seriously
threatened now with complete destruction by the northern tribes whose
enmity had been embittered to no purpose by the friendly policy towards
the Apaches.

Menchaca, like the settlers themselves and the missionaries, was truly
apprehensive. He recounted how in 1762 Governor Martos y Navarrete
had unwisely entertained in San Antonio a host of over three hundred
and fifty northern Indians, who entered the settlement as friends but fully
armed. Although they came in peace, it was a great risk which jeopardized
the safety of the presidio and settlement, whose weakness was revealed to
every northern warrior. Furthermore, during their stay in San Antonio,
the visitors had committed many abuses against the civilians as well as
the mission Indians, which had been endured because of the inability to
offer resistance. But he was determined that, if the northern tribes returned
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and desired to visit the villa and the presidio, he would not allow them
to enter within either. Their entrance, now that they knew the full impo-
tence of the Spaniards, might prove a stratagem to repeat the tragic
massacre of San Saba.

The five missions had reénforced their outer walls and strengthened the
defense of the various entrances in anticipation of an attack. Nothing had
been done at the presidio nor could anything be done under the present
conditions. He had neither the men required nor the means with which
to do it. He frankly confessed he feared the consequences of a serious
attack and was warning the authorities, as was his duty, in order that,
if misfortune overtook the presidio and villa, he might not be held respon-
sible for negligence in making the danger known. He strongly urged and
pleaded for the restoration of the full garrison of forty-four men as the
first step in placing San Antonio on a sound footing for defense.'

Mention should be made that in spite of the serious troubles endured
by the heroic band of Spanish settlers, they had succeeded in completing
the Church of San Fernando with the aid of funds from the royal treas-
ury. Early in 1757, one of the missionaries declared that the parish church
had been completed and he described it as ‘“‘perfect and harmonious in
every detail.” The cost of the edifice was seven thousand pesos. Some idea
of the salaries paid to workmen may be gained from the details concerning
the cost of the building. The ordinary masons or bricklayers, who mixed
the mortar and put the stone in place were paid at the rate of from twelve
to eighteen pesos a month with board. The helpers to the masons received
only fifty cents a day and were not given board. The master masons, who
directed the work, were paid at the rate of two pesos a day and board.™

La Bahia del Espiritu Santo. Almost ten years after the removal of
the Presidio of Nuestra Sefiora de Loreto to its new location on the San
Antonio River we have a description of Mission Nuestra Sefiora de la
Bahia del Espiritu Santo given by Father Fray Francisco Xavier de
Salazar to the new Governor of Texas, Don Jacinto de Barrios y Jauregui.
In 1758 there were living in the mission forty-nine Indian warriors

WLuis Antonio Menchaca to the Viceroy, May 11, 1763. In Testimonio de los
autos formados a representacion de Don Toribio de Urrutia . . . 4. G. /., Audiencia
de México, 92-6-32 (Dunn Transcripts, 1748-1763, pt. 2), pp. 191-204.

15The details given here are found in a long report in which various persons testified
as to what it would cost to build a church at San Sabai, using the expenses incurred in
building San Fernando church as a basis. See Testimonio de las diligencias practicadas
. por el Coronel Don Diego Ortiz Parrilla . . . 4. G. /., Audiencia de México, 92-6-23
(Dunn Transcripts, 1748-1763, pt. 2), pp. 60-100.
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capable of bearing arms, fifty women, and seventy-nine boys and girls,
making a total of one hundred and seventy-eight natives. Up to this time
baptism had been administered to four hundred and ninety-nine Indians
according to the mission records.

With characteristic industry the friars of the College of Zacatecas had
succeeded in building a respectable church of stone and mortar and a
friary ample enough for their needs, with the customary offices, refectory,
kitchen, and cells. The mission Indians were still living in jacales (huts)
thatched with grass or hay. The mission was well provided with the tools
and implements necessary for the cultivation of the fields, but these were
not yet irrigated. Father Salazar declared, however, that he had the tools
and the means to begin the digging of the contemplated irrigation ditch
that would obviate the risks and the eventualities of dry farming to which
they had been subjected up to the present time. The Indians in the mission
were, nevertheless, well fed and provided with all the things needed.

As a result of the formal establishment of the new Mission of Nuestra
Sefiora del Rosario in 1758, which was under the care of Father Fray Juan
de Dios Maria Camberos of the same College, interest in the development
of a civil settlement, similar to that founded in San Antonio, had been
aroused. Father Salazar states with much optimism and enthusiasm that
fifty families were expected to come from New Spain. Unfortunately the
plans for the settlement of these families, one of the ardent schemes of
the enterprising colonizer of Colonia del Nuevo Santander, Don José de
Escandon, never materialized due to the opposition encountered with
some of the officials in México who objected to the additional expense.!
Father Salazar explained that the Mission of Nuestra Sefiora del Espiritu
Santo had been much more successful in its new location in raising cattle
and sheep. By 1758 it owned thirty-two hundred and twenty head of
cattle and sixteen hundred sheep. To care for its stock it had about one
hundred and twenty saddle horses.!”

By 1762, when Governor Martos y Navarrete visited La Bahia in his
tour of inspection, considerable progress had been made in the construction
of a formal presidio. In his report to the viceroy he says that the Presidio
of Nuestra Sefiora de Loreto had been laid out on a square seventy-six
varas on each side. The northern stockade had been completed and on this
side were also the guardhouse, the presidio chapel, and several houses.

¥For a more detailed discussion of the plans for the establishment of a civil settle-
ment at La Bahia see Volume III of this work, Chapter 1V.

17Report of Fray Francisco Xavier de Salazar to the Governor, May 28, 1758,
San Francisco el Grande Archive, Vol. 12, pp. 62-64.
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On the opposite side there were also several houses already built, which
almost completed that wing. The house of the captain, the only one
constructed of stone and mortar, occupied about one-third of the west
side. Opposite to the captain’s residence on the east side were the garrison’s
headquarters, which occupied about one-third of that wing. Here, too
emplacements for two pieces of artillery had been built. All the buildings,
with the exception of the captain’s house, were built of timber and plastered
with clay mixed with hay or moss to give the plaster greater consistency.
The purpose in plastering the buildings was to protect them against being
set on fire by the enemy. This precaution was also taken with regard to
the roofs. Thus it may be seen that this presidio was in much better
condition than San Antonio de Béjar at this time.!*

But we gain a much more accurate picture of both the presidio and
the missions at La Bahia from a long letter written by Captain Manuel
Ramirez de la Piscina to the viceroy shortly after the governor’s inspec-
tion. From some stray remarks in this interesting document it seems the
captain was not particularly pleased with the long stay of Governor
Martos y Navarrete in La Bahia. In describing the location of the
presidio he declares it was on the south bank of the San Antonio River,
on the top of a small hill that dominated the spacious plains and the
surrounding woods. The spot was, in fact, not very far from the coast.
The presidio, which had consisted of a group of frame buildings thatched
with grass, had been rebuilt since the arrival of Captain Ramirez de la
Piscina. But it had been impossible to construct the buildings out of stone
and mortar because of the scarcity of these materials and of expert work-
men. He had, therefore, hit upon the idea of plastering the buildings,
both inside and out, with mud mixed with hay or moss, as the governor
had described in his report.

The church of the presidio was a good, roomy structure stoutly built
with solid beams and well plastered. The same was true of the barracks
and the guardhouse. He explained that he had erected at his own expense
a good residence for himself made of stone and mortar, which could serve
as protection for the few settlers in case of an emergency. In order to
construct this solid building he had been obliged to bring master masons
from New Spain to do the work.

The armament of the presidio consisted of six eight pounders which
were brought several years before by water from Veracruz. Of these

8Visita of Governor Martos y Navarrete, March 13-May 20, 1762. In Testimonio
de los autos de la visita en el Real Presidio de 1a Bahia del Espiritu Santo . . .
" A. G. l., Axdiencia de México, 92-6-22, 1763, pp. 8-9.
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four were mounted on gun carriages, while the other two were being
mounted at this time by a French carpenter who had been brought to
the presidio for that purpose. There were also two swivel guns properly
mounted. Four others intended for this presidio were still in Saltillo
waiting to be transported. He had not been able to find a mule train
that would undertake to bring them because each piece weighed eighteen
arrobas (about three hundred and fifty pounds).

The garrison consisted of fifty-one men, including the captain, and
it was kept up to full strength, all vacancies being promptly filled. This
number was, however, far from being sufficient for the varied duties
the soldiers had to perform. To prove his statement the captain explained
that ten men were detailed regularly to guard the horses, which were
pastured up and down the river for a distance of about twelve leagues.
In the summer these soldiers were relieved twice a month, but only once
a month in the winter. Three men were posted in Mission Espiritu Santo
and four in the more recently established Mission of Rosario. They not
only protected the Padres and mission Indians and inspired proper respect,
but they helped them to instruct the neophytes in their daily tasks. In
the presidio ten men were kept constantly occupied on day and night
guard duty. Seven more were used to escort supply trains required to
bring corn and other goods from San Antonio and the Rio Grande. This
duty was necessary because the two local missions did not raise sufficient
food to meet the needs of the presidio. Without irrigation they were able
to raise only the food consumed by the neophytes. The only thing that
was abundant was meat, because cattle raising had been much more
successful than farming. Consequently, after deducting these men from
the regular garrison, there were left only fourteen men for all other
miscellaneous duties such as escorting of convoys to East Texas, accom-
panying the missionaries in their quest for new converts or runaways,
furnishing guards to officials, the bishop, and other dignitaries, and
carrying dispatches.

Unfortunately all efforts to induce settlement in the vicinity had been
in vain. Only a few settlers had come in recent years. The reason was
the uncertainty of the crops which entirely depended upon the weather.
Furthermore there was little or no trade to stimulate the establishment
of business. Most of the settlers in the vicinity of the presidio and the
two missions were superannuated soldiers, who chose to remain near the
fort in order to be close to their sons, who frequently took their places in
the garrison and who helped to support them. Occasionally the relatives
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tasks. The principal buildings of the mission had been erected and it,
too, had its stockade. The nations congregated in this mission had
formerly given a great deal of trouble to the presidio and the other
mission, committing frequent depredations on the property and cattle
herds. But the missionaries of the College of Zacatecas had finally won
the friendship of these Indians, after humoring them for years. Captain
Ramirez de la Piscina stated with some pride that he had contributed
personally to their ultimate reduction. With his own funds he had bought
over two hundred head of cattle, and much corn, tobacco, knives, sugar,
and trinkets of various kinds at different times to be distributed among
these Indians as gifts by the missionaries to win their good will and
attract them to mission life. The new mission was making rapid progress.

The captain closed his interesting and illuminating letter to the viceroy
with a plea for the strengthening of this post, which, because of its
location near the coast and the incontestable evidence of English prowlers,
deserved to receive the attention of the viceroy. It is of interest to note
that the concern of the officials was no longer the French but the English.
In the opinion of the experienced frontier captain, who had served His
Majesty in Texas for fifteen years, the presidio should be rebuilt of stone
and mortar. Since these materials were not found in the vicinity, they
would have to be brought from outside, just as the master masons and
stonecutters needed to do the work. Once the presidio was properly rebuilt.
the artillery should be properly mounted and defenses constructed that
would be effective against a foreign foe in case of an invasion. He esti-
mated that it would cost about twelve thousand pesos to rebuild the presidio
along the lines he had suggested and place it in a respectable state of
defense against all enemies.®

The fear of English attack at this time was not entirely imaginary.
Recently an English ship loaded with merchandise, evidently intended
for trade with the natives, had been shipwrecked on the coast not far
from the Presidio of Nuestra Sefnora de Loreto. Furthermore, it should
be kept in mind that the French and Indian War was in progress at this
time and that the Spaniards were the allies of France. The viceroy had
written to the captain at La Bahia to keep a close lookout for an English
surprise along the coast and to be prepared to withstand and repel any
attack upon the fort. The letter of the viceroy arrived just a few days
after the captain had sent his report. Because of this fact, we have many
additional details about conditions at La Bahia.

2Ramirez de 1a Piscina to the Viceroy, May 2, 1762. 4. G. M., Historia, Vol. 95,
PP. 122-131.
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means as he could command, he would defend La Bahia and die before
surrendering.

It seemed to him, however, that in order to prepare for a contingency
such as was feared, certain measures should be adopted. In the first place
it was highly advisable that the governor, who was in San Antonio,
should repair as soon as possible to Los Adaes, from where he could
watch the movements of the enemy much better. If he spent six months
in San Antonio as he did at La Bahia, Los Adaes was exposed to serious
danger in his absence. The garrison at La Bahia should be increased if
possible, and its cannon placed in good order with a group of trained
artillerymen to man them. Provision should be made to supply this post
with the essential grain and food. Up to now it had been dependent upon
such food as could be spared by the missions in San Antonio. This source,
however, was inadequate, because when the crops were not abundant, the
missions were unable to meet the demands of La Bahia.»!

Just at this time when an attack by the English was expected, the
Apaches, under the guise of friendship, were destroying the scant
resources of this outpost on the Gulf coast and threatening the two
missions with annihilation. Fray Pedro Ramirez, who succeeded Fray
Salazar, appealed to the captain for aid against the intolerable abuses
of these insolent and taunting Indians. Since the destruction of the
San Saba Mission, the Apaches, ever fearful of their mortal enemies
the Comanches, had begun to roam regularly to the south of San Antonio
and they appear to have spent several months each year near the coast
in the vicinity of the missions of La Bahia. Why they chose this spot,
it is easy to see. Here they could prey with impunity upon the mission
herds and the horses of the presidio, confident that the Spaniards would
not dare break the peace and would not exact stern reprisals. Father
Ramirez declared that just recently bands of these Indians had twice
entered the Mission of Nuestra Sefiora del Espiritu Santo, had openly
insulted the missionaries and taken things from the neophytes. This
flaunting of the Padres’ authority had a tendency to demoralize the mission
Indians, make them lose respect for the missionaries and disregard the
benefits of mission life. In plain view of the mission they had killed
thirty cows on one occasion and twenty-five on another to take only
choice cuts. These abuses caused the neophytes to wonder what advantages
there were in staying in the mission and in being rationed, when they
could go out and do what the Apaches did without fear of being punished.

21Manuel Ramirez de la Piscina to the Viceroy, May 21, 1762. 4. G. M., Historia,
Vol. 95, pp. 118-121.
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Father Ramirez went on to explain that the same was true in San
Antonio, where the Apaches had become an abominable pest to the
Mission of San José, whose prosperous herds had been reduced from
about four thousand head to about fifteen hundred. He pointed out that
the wanton destruction of the herds and the perpetration of misdeeds
with impunity would not only destroy the means of livelihood of the
missions and the civil settlers, but would cause the neophytes to abandon
the missions and ruin the work of conversion. Captain Ramirez de la
Piscina testified to the truth of the statements of the good friar and
ordered that the petition be sent on to the viceroy.2

In spite of Apache hostilities and the many handicaps suffered by the
missionaries at La Bahia, the two missions continued to prosper. By
1768, when they were visited by Father Fray José de Solis, Mission
Rosario had made considerable progress in the fourteen years since its
establishment. The mission buildings and the living quarters of the
missionaries, as well as those of the Indians and the soldiers, were all good
and solid structures, made of timber and well plastered with clay. The
church was finished by now. It consisted of a very good frame building,
white-washed and beautifully decorated. The inside had been plastered
with clay and the roof had strong beams which were covered with
shingles. It was well provided with the necessary sacred vessels and
other ornaments used in the celebration of the various festivals. It had
its pulpit, confessional, and three altars tastily decorated with pictures
and carved images. In the sacristy there was a good supply of vestments,
a baptismal font with silver shell, a number of candlesticks and a censer. -
Everything was kept nicely in order. The entire mission was surrounded
by a very good stockade which afforded ample protection against attack.

Temporarily the mission had made much progress. The fields were well
cultivated, but they were not irrigated, because it had been impossible
to secure water from the river. The mission possessed about five thousand
head of cattle, two hundred milk cows, seven hundred sheep, thirty
mules, forty tame horses, and two droves of asses. It had twelve sets of
harness, the necessary saddles, and all the tools and implements needed
for the cultivation of the fields and the work in the shops.

Father Fray José Escobar was in charge of the work. Fray Solis
describes him as being affectionate, charitable, gentle, tractable, and
generous. The Indians appeared to be fond of him. With kindness and
firmness he made the neophytes learn their prayers, attend the doctrina,

ZDeclaration of Fray Pedro Ramirez, June §, 1762 . . . Testimonio de los autos
de la visita. 4. G. /., Audiencia de México, 92-6-23. 1763. Pp. 50-55.
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and work at the various tasks assigned to them. Under his paternal
care they were provided with food and clothing and instructed in our
holy faith and in the ways and habits of civilized man. Every day at
sunset the mission Indians gathered at the call of the bell. Young and
old, they all recited their prayers before the church and were instructed
in the catechism. Fray Escobar explained to them the mysteries of our
holy religion and urged them to observe the commandments of our Lord
and of our holy mother, the Church. On Saturdays they all recited the
rosary out in the open and sang the 4labado. On Sundays and feast days
the neophytes recited their prayers and the lessons learned in the doctrina
before Mass. After the Holy Sacrifice the missionary explained the
Christian doctrine and such things as they should know and understand.

The nations represented were the Cujane, Guapite, Karankawa, and
Copane. Recently most of the members of the last named nation had
deserted the mission. Father Solis explains that the natural indolence
of the natives and their aversion to all regulations were the chief causes
for their dissatisfaction with mission life. They preferred to suffer
hunger, nakedness, and the inclemencies of the weather in order to
enjoy absolute freedom and indulge in complete apathy and sloth
rather than to work and to receive the benefits of religion and the
security of the missions. They were particularly fond of their native
dances called mitotes. These were very expressive, the dominant note
being sometimes joy and then again sorrow. Often they danced for three
days and nights at a time. The women ordinarily did not take part in
the dances. This practice was not permitted in the missions. Since the
establishment of Mission Rosario, two hundred Indians had been baptized,
one hundred ten had been buried by the Church, and thirty-four had
received the Sacrament of Marriage.

Mission Nuestra Sefiora del Espiritu Santo was in much better con-
dition, being older than that of Rosario. It was just across the river
from the presidio. There was no bridge over the stream, and all communi-
cation between the two was by means of a canoe. The church of Espiritu
Santo, although better built, was smaller than that of Rosario. It was
well provided with vestments, sacred vessels, and all things pertaining
to divine cult. The Blessed Sacrament was kept in an inside oratory
with the permission of the Bishop of Guadalajara, who granted this
privilege during his visit in 1758. At the door of the oratory a small
lamp was kept burning with nut oil. This practice had also been approved
by the Bishop. There were ample quarters for the religious and the
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soldiers. The Indians lived in small but clean huts neatly arranged along
the stockade.

The fields of this mission, like those of Rosario, were not irrigated.
During dry years little or no corn was raised. When the weather was
favorable, however, the Indians raised cotton, melons, potatoes, corn, and
beans. In an orchard cultivated by the neophytes excellent peaches and
figs were harvested in large quantities. The mission owned several plows,
plowshares, hoes, bars, and other implements necessary for farming.
On its ranch it had fifteen hundred sheep and goats, almost as many
head of cattle, about one hundred and ten horses, some seventy mules,
four droves of asses, one herd of mares, and two hundred yoke of oxen.

There were about three hundred Indians of both sexes and all ages
living in the mission at this time. Sixty-five of them were capable of
bearing arms, thirty of whom were armed with guns, while the rest had
bows, arrows and spears. They came principally from the Xaraname,
Tamique, Piquiane, and Manos de Perro. Since they had been longer
under the administration of the mission, these Indians were much more
civilized than those of Rosario. Father Solis observes that they no longer
ate horse flesh, but confined themselves to beef, venison, buffalo meat,
bear, turkeys, ducks, quail, geese, and partridges. To wean them from
their pagan wmitotes, the missionaries had introduced Spanish dances.
Many of the Indians had learned to play the guitar and the violin and
they used these instruments, in addition to the drum, for the new dances.
Some of these were new and required special costumes, with which the
natives were supplied. Since its establishment this mission had baptized
six hundred twenty-three Indians and had given Christian burial to
two hundred seventy-eight.®

Mission Nuestra Sesiora de Guadalupe de los Nacogdoches. When
visited by Father Solis, this mission showed undeniable signs of decay.
Located on a small plain, surrounded by shady trees, with a permanent
creek that flowed through the grounds, the buildings looked neat and
clean, but there was an air of forlornness about the place. The adobe
church, with its shingle roof, formed the center of the now almost
deserted mission. Nearby stood a similar building, the home of the lonely
Padre. There were two or three other houses, a granary, and the temporary
quarters of the mission guards. The whole was surrounded by a stockade.
In the grounds a small orchard had been planted, where excellent peaches

8P, P. Forrestal, The Solis Diary of 1767. Preliminary Studies of the Texas
Cathkolic Historical Society, Volume I, No. 6, pp. 10-17.
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and persimmons grew. Not an Indian lived within the mission, however,
the only human beings besides the Padre being the two soldiers and their
families and a few half-breed servants. The fields in the vicinity were
poorly cultivated, and the few stalks of corn that grew were almost
crowded out by the tall weeds.

But in the church were still kept the necessary vestments, several
chalices, and the other sacred vessels necessary for religious services,
thanks to the devotion of the untiring missionary, who in the solitude
of the nearly abandoned mission still prayed and hoped. Although no
neophytes remained within the old stockade, the natives were not far
distant. On feast days and on Sundays, or when the spirit moved them,
the wayward children of the forest came to the mission. Sickness and
the fear of imminent death compelled them at times to solicit the aid
and comfort of the holy man of God, who waited patiently for such
opportunities to exercise his ministry and always had a kind word for
his wayward children.

Within a radius of ten to fifteen leagues lived the Nacogdoches, the
Cadodachos, the Asinais, and the Nasonis. These Indians had never really
been reduced to mission life. The ease with which they could supply
themselves with firearms from the French had made them more or less
independent from the beginning. They were not only skilled in the use
of the rifle, but were excellent horsemen. They harbored no special
grievance against the Spaniards. They were friendly in their own way.

The old mission had known affluence and even at this date it still
had some property left. It counted among its worldly goods eighty
sheep, thirty oxen, fifty cows, several bulls, some donkeys, twenty-five
saddle horses, twenty mules, two droves of mares, and a stock of plows,
plowshares, hoes, and other farming implements.*

For forty-three years Father Fray José de Calahorra y Saenz had
lived here and labored to bring the Indians into the fold. Few men had
come to know the natives of this area better than this devoted missionary.
When the loyalty of the Tejas was questioned by officials, after the
unfortunate destruction of San Saba, Father Calahorra stoutly defended
them, contending that the Tejas had been the friends of the Spaniards
since the earliest days. He maintained that when the Spaniards befriended
the Apaches in San Antonio they had naturally alienated the friendship
of the Tejas and the other northern tribes. The Tejas and the Tawakonis
were the mortal enemies of the Apaches but not of the Spaniards. It is

UP. P. Forrestal, The Solis Diary of 1767. Preliminary Studies of the Texas
Catholic Historical Society, Volume 1, No. 6, pp. 35-37; La Fora, Relacion, f. 70.
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of interest to note that the experienced old missionary explained to the
authorities that the source of the trouble since the destruction of San
Saba was the failure of the Spaniards to establish civil settlements, as
well as missions, at regular intervals from one end of the province to
the other.®

Presidio de San Agustin de Ahumada and Mission Nuestra Serora
de la Lus. Almost due south of Nacogdoches on the east bank of the
Trinity River, one league from its mouth, and barely a quarter of a
league from its stream stood the Presidio de San Agustin de Ahumada,
also called “de las Amarillas,” but better known as the Orcoquisac
Presidio. Here a guard of thirty men had been first placed by Governor
Jacinto de Barrios y Jauregui in the spring of 1755. At the recom-
mendation of a Junta de Real Hacienda, the viceroy had authorized the
establishment of a presidio, a civil settlement, and a mission on February
12, 1756. The history of this outpost had been stormy and tragic. In
1766, when the Marqués de Rubi visited the place, little or no progress
had been made. The presidio at this time consisted of a few frame
buildings on a low hill, the only spot not completely flooded by the
waters of the Trinity the greater part of the year. Rubi explains that
across the mouth of the Trinity there was a large sand bar which caused
the flood waters of the river to backwash and inundate the entire area
from the mouth to the presidio. This made the land impassable. In order
to reach the sea by land it was necessary to make a detour of ten leagues.
The entire coast from the Trinity to the Mississippi was equally
impassable during the greater part of the year.

The reason for choosing so undesirable a place was. it seems, the
ill-advised desire to occupy the spot where a group of French traders
had been discovered. This was not only unhealthy, but extremely damp
and most difficult of access. If intended to protect the coast it was
practically useless, observes the Marqués, being impossible to reach it
by land the major part of the year. The garrison of thirty-one men,
including the captain, were poorly clothed, poorly fed, and poorly
equipped. Because of the difficulty of securing supplies as a result of
the bad roads and the high water, the men were often forced to live on
roots, nuts, and wild fruits,

The mission, which was located near the presidio, had met with little
success. The Orcoquisac Indians (Arkokisas) had been more or less

5Fray José de Calahorra y Sienz to the Governor, May 8, 1764. San Francisco
el Grande Archive, Vol. 12, pp. 156-1061.
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indifferent, and the lack of food forced them to abandon this mission
frequently to search for food in the woods or in the bay and river, where
they caught fish with harpoons. So unhealthy was the climate and so
scarce the food that the missionaries had always experienced great
suffering both from sickness and actual want at this post. Shortly after
its establishment, the mission claimed its first victim, Father Fray Bruno
Chavira, who died a martyr to his zeal. In a letter to the commissary
general, the guardian of the College of Nuestra Sefiora de Guadalupe
de Zacatecas described the circumstances. Father Chavira, although aged,
was still a very active, zealous, and enthusiastic missionary. “He was
a worthy religious,” the guardian explains, “whose virtues were com-
mended highly by Governor Barrios y Jauregui.” Soon after his arrival
with a young companion the two fell sick. The older man urged his young
companion to go to Los Adaes for treatment. Left alone the venerable
Padre grew worse. Overwork, lack of food, cold and dampness, the lack
of shelter—for there were no buildings yet—proved too great a hardship
for the aged missionary. Feeling his end approaching, he sent a messenger
to Nacogdoches for a friar to come and administer to him the last sacra-
ments. But the streams were high and the messenger could not reach his
goal. Alone, in a rudely constructed hut made of brush, without the
consolation of a brother missionary, Father Chavira delivered his soul
unto his Maker, a true martyr of charity, early in 1757.2¢

Mission Nuestra Sesiora de los Dolores de los Ais. About seventeen
leagues (approximately forty-five miles) due east from Nacogdoches,
was the old Mission of Nuestra Sefiora de los Dolores, founded in 1716.
According to the Marqués de Rubi this was located on a small hill,
five leagues from the Atoyaque River in 1768, when he saw it. Nearby
ran a permanent creek.”” But the banks of this stream were too high to
permit irrigation. With characteristic industry, however, the Padres had
planted a garden and a small orchard along the creek, which were
watered by hand. Here they raised cabbage, lettuce, beans, lentils, garlic,
and onions. In the fields nearby, a moderate amount of corn was harvested

26The details summarized here are taken from various sources, chiefly from La Fora,
Relacion, ff. 73-74; Fray José Maria de Guadalupe Alcivia to the Commissary Gen-
eral, September 18, 1757, in 4. G. M., Historsa, Vol. 28, pp. 190-192 ; and Testimonio
de los autos fechos a consulta de Don Jacinto de Barrios y Jauregui, 4. G. /., Guada-
lajara, 103-6-23 (Dunn Transcripts, 1756). The history of the founding of the
presidio is given in full in a subsequent chapter of this book. The location was not
far from the present city of Liberty.

27La Fora, Relacién, £. 71.
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Ais Indians spoke Spanish almost without exception; that they were very
wise (ladinos) ; that they had learned to use modern implements, raised
good crops independently, and were skilled (too much so) in the use of
firearms.® Evidently then, the Indians in the vicinity had been civilized
to a greater degree than had been suspected, but unfortunately, they
had adopted only the worst features of the new civilization. This was
due, perhaps, to the proximity of the French, which had prevented their
reduction at any time to the strict discipline of missionary life.

Presidio de los Adaes. This presidio, the most distant outpost of
Spanish power, was far from being a dependable defense of the vast
Province of Texas. When Governor Martos y Navarrete visited it in
1760, the fort, hexagonal in shape, was altogether a flimsy wooden
structure with a half-rotten stockade, defended by only two cannon
which, because of their condition, were a greater menace to the garrison
than to the enemy. Two years before, the courageous wife of Governor
Barrios y Jauregui subdued her Spanish pride sufficiently to confess
candidly to the viceroy that the conditions of the presidio and the tattered
clothes of the garrison filled her with shame. She declared that it was a
question of pride in the face of the French fort of Natchitoches to improve
conditions. Her husband had donated two silver candlesticks to the
presidial church in order that the altar might look better when French
visitors attended services.™

Although, according to his wife, Governor Barrios y Jauregui had
rebuilt the stockade in 1758, two years later it had again become practi-
cally worthless, having rotted in that short time as a result of frequent
rains. The presidio had six cannon at one time, but two were loaned to
Colonel Ortiz Parrilla and two had been sent to the new Presidio of
San Agustin de Ahumada, near the mouth of the Trinity. Because of
its hexagonal shape, not less than six cannon were needed in order to
place two at least on each of the three alternate angles to protect the
adjoining flanks. Governor Martos y Navarrete urgently requested that
this matter be given attention. He found also that the supply of powder
for the garrison of sixty men was rather uncautiously kept on a high
platform built on four poles, without any other protection. Although the

Wla Fora, Relacidn, f. 71.

31Manuela de Alcizar to the Viceroy, September 8, 1758, A. G. M., Historia,
Vol. g1, part 1, pp. 123-126; Martos y Navarrete to the Viceroy in Testimonios de los
autos formados sre. 12 residencia tomada por Don Angel de Martos y Navarette . . .
A. G. [., Audiencia de Mérico, 88-6-10. (Dunn Transcripts, 1759-1762), pp.
258-260.
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the granary, and the other buildings—all of timber with shingle roofs—
had never been replaced with more permanent structures of stone and
mortar, as had been done in San Antonio. In 1767, when Father Solis
saw this mission, the buildings plainly showed the need of repair. But
with practically no neophytes, the Padres could do little more than keep
up the place. In spite of the lack of help, the church and grounds were
neat and clean. Large pines and oak trees cast their kindly shade on
the mission. In the church were found the necessary vestments, sacred
vessels, and chalices of silver for religious services, besides some candle-
sticks and other ornaments for special occasions.

The devoted Zacatecan missionaries lived soberly, with only the bare
necessities of life. Practically no crops were raised any more on the old
mission lands, and its ranch “El Bafno,” located about half a league
away, had only a few cows and some worn-out horses and mules which
the Indians disdained taking. Corn no longer constituted the chief
article of food. The settlers, as well as the natives, had come to depend
more and more on wheat imported surreptitiously from Natchitoches.
The hay needed to feed the straggling remains of the mission herd had
to be brought from ten to twelve leagues away. The Indians had grown
more and more independent and insolent. Only when sick or in time of
famine in the winter, did they come to the Padres for aid and comfort.
True, they were not hostile, nor did they harbor any animosity against
the missionaries, but they had grown indifferent. With admirable Christian
patience and charity, the friars labored incessantly to attract them and
to induce them to become practical Catholics, for almost all the Indians
in the neighborhood were baptized and most of them were buried by
the church. The Padres never lost hope. They stood ever ready to aid
and comfort the wayward and seemingly ungrateful wards of the old
mission. They tended with the same solicitude the sixty soldiers of the
presidio, their families, and the few settlers who had come to live in
this remote post.*

Presidio de San Luis de las Amarillas (San Sabi). This presidio,
near the present city of Menard, was originally founded on the San
Gabriel River to protect the projected Apache missions of San Xavier,
which ended in dismal failure after the tragic death of Father Ganzabal.
The garrison had been moved in 1758 to the San Saba and increased
from fifty to one hundred men, but even with this added strength, it
had been unable to do more than to witness at a safe distance the burning

MSolis Diary of 1767 in op. cit., pp. 31-33; La Fora, Relacién, ff. 71-72.
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of the new Apache mission and the martyrdoms of Fathers Alonso Giraldo
de Terreros and Santiesteban. By a strange coincidence, the original
commander, Captain Felipe de Rabago y Teran, who was seriously impli-
cated in the untimely death of Father Ganzabal at San Xavier, was
restored to the command of San Saba by order of the viceroy on June 7,
1760.% The new commander took possession on October 19, 1760. After
the formal ceremony, he entered into an agreement with Colonel Ortiz
Parrilla to permit him to continue to administer the presidio until January
1, 1761, at which time_the garrision would be turned over to Felipe Rabago
y Teran fully equipped.

When he finally took over the command, the condition of the presidio
and garrison was far from favorable. Among the one hundred men of
the garrision were included eighteen who had come from Coahuila
to participate in the campaign recently waged against the northern
Indians by Ortiz Parrilla. Furthermore, there were several boys who
were entirely too young for military service, three tailors, and one
sacristan in the ranks. There were also several superannuated soldiers
and disabled veterans of frontier warfare, who although they had ren-
dered efficient service in days gone by, they had outlived their usefulness
and were entitled to honorable retirement. All in all, the effective number
of men capable of military service was far below its reputed strength.
They were all poorly clothed, had almost no horses, and their equipment
was totally inadequate.

In order to replenish the horses of the presidio, almost completely
stolen by the Indians, Rabago y Teran requested six hundred remounts
from Colonel José de Escandon. Unable to get more than three hundred
and seventy from Escandon, he had two hundred and sixty sent from
Coahuila. With these and seventy-four brought by himself, the presidio
had almost enough horses to meet all emergencies.* It should be kept
in mind that presidial regulations required each man to have from six
to eight horses as remounts. Supplies, arms, and ammunition were also
secured with all diligence and the garrison was soon placed in condition
to perform its duties more effectively.

Rabago then turned his attention to the presidio. The old wooden
buildings were quickly replaced by a casa fuerte (strong or blockhouse)

35Rabago y Teran to the Viceroy, November 1, 1761, in 4. G. M., Historia, Vol.
94, pt. 1, pp. 20-28. For the details of the early history of this presidio see Volume II1
of this history.

36R4bago y Teran to the Viceroy, November 6, 1761, A. G. M., Historia, Vol. 94,
pt. 1, pp. 20-28.
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built of stone and mortar for the protection of the garrison and settlers.
This fort was constructed a short distance from the river, on a small
bluff, which dominated the countryside. With justifiable pride, Rabago
y Teran declared the new fort looked “like a castle, with its turrets
and redoubts.” Expert masons had been brought for this work, who,
aided by the soldiers, completed it by the end of 1761. In his report,
the new commander explained that he intended to have all the houses
built of stone and that the soldiers would do this in their spare time.
He would soon have the strongest and best defended post in the entire
frontier, he assured the viceroy. The stockade had been repaired, and
would be replaced by a stone wall soon.*

While busily engaged in reénforcing the presidio and placing its
garrison on a better footing, Captain Rabago y Teran, who appears to
have experienced a great change of heart, displayed the most convincing
zeal for the conversion of the natives and their reduction to mission life.
Shortly after his arrival he sent word to the Apache chiefs to come to
see him. He also dispatched exploring parties to examine the surround-
ing country and the neighboring streams between San Juan Bautista
on the Rio Grande and San Saba and between San Saba and the North-
west for suitable sites for missions. At the same time he wrote to Father
Fray Diego Jiménez, president of the missions on the Rio Grande,
inviting him to come to the presidio to help plan the reéstablishment
of missions for the Apaches.®

Since the destruction of San Saba, the Apaches had been afraid of
congregating at the site. They justly felt that the presidio offered no
security against attack by the Comanches and the northern tribes. But
with the improvements made by Rabago y Teran since his return,
confidence was restored to some extent, and they expressed a willingness
to listen to new proposals for reduction to mission life. It became evident,
however, that the site at San Saba was considered too exposed. They
suggested that new establishments be founded on the Chanas (Llano)
River or on the upper Nueces, in the Valle de San José (near present
Barksdale, Camp Wood and Montell).

Mission San Lorenzo de la Santa Crus. This mission, founded early
in 1762 as a result of the activities of Captain Rabago y Teran and

J7Ribago y Teran to the Viceroy, November 6, 1761, 4. G. M., Historia, Vol. 94,
pt. 1, pp. 29-30; also letter of July 12, 1761, in ébid., pp. 12-15.

3Ribago y Teran to the Viceroy, August 18, 1761, in 4. G. M., Historia, Vol. 94,
pt. I, pp. 17-18.
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Fray Diego Jiménez, was located on a flat hill near a spring, on the
east side of the Nueces River in the Valle de San José, generally called
“El Caiién.”® This valley was about fifty leagues, some one hundred
and forty miles, north of San Juan Bautista on the Rio Grande, and
some forty leagues south of San Saba, or nearly halfway between these
two points. In the vicinity there were good arable lands and many springs.
Furthermore, the Apaches chose the spot because it was much more
secluded than San Saba and offered greater facilities for defense. Before
the end of 1762 there were four hundred Apaches and Lipanes, young
and old, living in the mission, and the enthusiastic friars had hopes of
gathering here and in the neighboring mission as many as three thousand
natives.®

On the eve of the French cession of Louisiana, this new mission in
west Texas had just been started. The necessary buildings, such as the
church, the friary, the granary, and the huts for the neophytes were
as yet only temporary structures. Although the missionaries were very
hopeful of the future, this depended largely on the formal approval by
the viceroy of the new enterprise to assure it the indispensable royal
aid. The mission had been founded provisionally and without official
authorization.

Mission Nuestra Sesiora de la Candelaria del Canion. Practically at
the same time that San Lorenzo de la Santa Cruz was founded, another
Apache chief called El Turnio (Cross-Eyed) requested that a similar
establishment be founded for his people on another spring located four
leagues south of the first, on the west side of the river, in the Valle de
San José. This was the beginning of the new mission of Nuestra Sefiora
de la Candelaria. By the close of 1762 it, too, had over four hundred
Indians, young and old, most of the essential buildings had been erected,
and the fields necessary for the planting of corn and beans had been
cleared and planted.*

When a report was made on December 7, 1764, two years later, of
the progress of the two missions at “El Caiién,” it was stated that each
one still had over four hundred neophytes, mostly Lipanes. The enthu-
siastic missionaries Fray Diego Jiménez, Fray Manuel Antonio Cuevas,
and Fray Joaquin Bafos, who had served the two missions since their

39The details of its founding will be given in subsequent chapters.

4Report of Fray Diego Jiménez, Fray Joaquin Bafios, and Fray Diego Martin
Garcia, February 7, 1762, in 4. G. M., Historia, Vol. 29, pt. 1, pp. 113-115.

4l 4utos of Rabago y Teran, February 7, 1762; Fray Diego Jiménez to Ribago y
Teran, October 8, 1762, in 4. G. M., Historia, Vol. 84, pt. 1, pp. 201-203, 150-156.
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establishment, were still filled with the highest hopes. They believed
that three more missions could be established in this region for the Lipan
Apaches, whose total number they estimated to be about four thousand.
The failure of the officials in Mexico to approve the new missions had
been a great handicap and the Padres had often been reduced to the
direst need. But privations, hardships, and suffering had neither dampened
their enthusiasm nor weakened their faith in the ultimate reduction of
the faithless and treacherous Apaches, of whom it has been said they
had no friends among men or beasts because of their cruelty.®

Summary of progress to 1763. The rapid survey of conditions just
given shows clearly the incredible progress made in the spread of mis-
sionary endeavors and the actual occupation of widely separated and
distant areas in the vast Province of Texas on the eve of the French
cession of Louisiana. There were at this time five formal presidios:
San Antonio de Béjar, Nuestra Sefiora de Loreto de la Bahia, San
Agustin de Ahumada de los Orcoquisacs, Nuestra Sefiora de Pilar
de los Adaes, and San Luis de las Amarillas de San Saba. In addition
to these presidios there was a detachment of twenty soldiers kept at
El Caiion or Valle de San José, to protect the two Apache missions
there. More remarkable still was the increase in the number of missions
actually in operation at this time. In San Antonio there were four
Querétaran Missions and one Zacatecan mission, which after years of
trials and tribulations had attained a truly flourishing state. To such
an extent had the pioneer days passed that Fray Bartholomé Garcia
had been able to compile in Mission Espada the first and only Manual
of the most commonly used dialect of Texas, to be employed by the mis-
sionaries in the administration of the sacraments. This alone is indicative
of the calm, security, and leisure atttained as a result of the advance
made by the missions in this area. Scholarly works cannot be produced
in the attendant hardships of a pioneer community.

Southeast from San Antonio, at the mouth of the San Antonio River,
in La Bahia, present Goliad, there were now two missions that had at
last succeeded in bringing into their fold the untractable tribes of the coast
area, among them the fierce Karankawa. East of La Bahia, on the mouth
of the Trinity, a new mission, aptly called Nuestra Sefiora de la Luz, shed
its pristine light amidst the encircling gloom of the hitherto untrodden
land of the Orcoquisacs and the Bidais. North of Nuestra Sefiora de la
Luz, on the site of present Nacogdoches, still stood the old Mission of

4Relacién de las misiones de la Presidencia del Rio Grande del Norte . .
A.G. M., Historia, Vol. 29, pt. 1, pp. 180-185.
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Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe, and to the east and northeast still per-
sisted the missions of Dolores and San Miguel. In north central Texas
frantic efforts were being made to revive the charred remains of Mission
San Saba, from whose cinders rose the two new missions recently founded
on the upper Nueces: San Lorenzo de la Santa Cruz and Nuestra Sefiora
de 1a Candelaria in El Cafi6n.

There were in all thirteen missions in operation in Texas in 1763,
where in 1716 there had been only six, and in 1722 only nine. This
does not take into account the four or five missions founded on the
Texas side at La Junta de los Rios, present Presidio, which were still
in operation, nor the much more active missions in the El Paso area:
Isleta, Senecu, San Lorenzo, and Socorro, nor the visitas along the lower
Rio Grande from Laredo to present Rio Grande City. If these regions
are included in the present survey, as they should, it can justly be said
that in the area comprising the present State of Texas there were in
1763 seven formal presidios, one military outpost, twenty-one missions,
and four visitas. It is interesting to note that at this time there were
no missions as yet in California and that the number in later years
exceeded those in Texas at this time by only two. It should also be
kept in mind that in addition to the civil settlement in San Antonio,
there were many stray settlers at La Bahia, Los Adaes, and San Saba,
as well as in numerous ranches scattered from Laredo to Los Adaes.

It cost the king of Spain over one hundred thousand pesos a year to
support the presidios and missions in this province. Not one cent did he
receive in return. Fear of French aggression and foreign intruders may
account in part for the maintenance of this vast and costly enterprise,
but it is nevertheless a tribute to the burning zeal of the missionaries,
their perseverance, and their boundless faith in the conversion of the
natives that they induced the officials to make such an investment. Without
the determination of the missionaries to spread the faith, the French and
English would have carried their activities to the Rio Grande and New
Mexico unimpeded and undiscovered, and thousands of natives would
have never known the comforts of religion nor would they have experi-
enced the sublime charity of the devoted missionaries, the redeeming
grace of Christianity.

The extent of missionary activity in Texas has never been realized.
Historians are just becoming aware of how widely and how deeply the
foundations of Christianity were laid by the devoted friars. The archae-
ologist, the anthropologist, and the serious investigator into the origins
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of the numerous tribes that roamed the vast expanse of present Texas are
beginning to realize how valuable and how thorough is the information
gathered by the patient soldiers of Christ concerning the customs and
habits, the religion and habitat of the aboriginal races now completely
departed from the land.
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CHAPTER 11
OccupaTioN oF THE TRINITY RIVER, 1746-1772

Although Don Pedro de Rivera claims to have had this region explored
in 1727 by Francisco Alvarez Barreyro, who with a detachment of twenty
soldiers is said to have examined the coast from the Guadelupe to the
Neches, Spanish officials knew little or nothing about it.!! Governor
Prudencio Orobio y Basterra frankly admitted to Fray Benito Fernandez
de Santa Anna, as late as 1740, that nothing was known concerning the
coast area from the Guadalupe to the Sabinas.? The following year, this
official, on hearing that French traders were active along the coast, urged
the establishment of a presidio near the mouth of the Trinity River but his
efforts proved fruitless.

When, however, his kinsman, Captain Joaquin Orobio y Basterra of
La Bahia reported in 1745 that insistent rumors had reached him con-
cerning the presence of French intruders in the Trinity region, the
viceroy became suddenly apprehensive and immediately ordered an inves-
tigation to determine if the French had actually established a settlement,
what were the number and character of the Indians in the vicinity, and
to request any Frenchmen found already settled to leave at once.?

Exploration of the Coast by Orobio y Basterra. Upon receipt of the
orders, Orobio y Basterra, with a group of men, set out in October to
make a preliminary reconnaissance. La Bahia was at this time still on
the Guadalupe. Descending the banks of this stream in order to follow

1Rivera, Diario y derrotero, 63-64. Only vague, indefinite and very inaccurate
accounts of this episode were available in the older works until Dr. Bolton first
published his study, ‘‘Spanish Activities on the Lower Trinity River, 1746-1771,”
in the Sosthwestern Historical Quarterly, XV1, 339-377, revised and reprinted
later in his Texas in the Middle Eighteenth Century, 324-374. In 1909 Miss Elise D.
Brown, using materials gathered by Dr. Bolton, presented a study, ‘“History of the
Spanish Settlements at Orcoquisac, 1746-1772,” as a Master’s thesis to the University
of Texas. Since that time some additional material has become available, particularly
in the copies of the Sam Framcisco el Grande Archive, obtained by the University of
Texas Library from the writer. The account here presented is based on the excellent
study of Dr. Bolton and on the new sources now available. A portion of this account
fell chronologically within the scope of the preceding volume, but the author chose to
present the incident as a unit here.

20robio y Basterra to Fray Benito Santa Anna, July 8, 1740, cited by Bolton,
Texas, p. 63, note 18.

3The Viceroy to Captain Orobio y Basterra, July 18, 1745, in Béjar Archives.
[46]
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the coast, he was soon forced to abandon his plan because of high water.
He now conceived the idea of constructing a number of large canoes
and undertaking the expedition by water. Lieutenant Miguel Olivares,
who was commissioned to investigate the matter and report, soon informed
him that the river was obstructed and that boats capable of sailing along
the Gulf coast could not be built. He was forced, therefore, to change
his plans and arrange to go overland to the crossing on the Trinity,
some one hundred miles above its mouth, in order to follow the stream
from there to the coast. But before starting, he had to secure reinforce-
ments from San Antonio and San Juan Bautista in order not to leave
La Bahia unprotected.

On December 20, he finally set out with a company of twenty-one
men. Making his way to the Trinity crossing, he arrived there on
January 9, 1746. Here he made diligent inquiry among the Indians,
but failed to obtain satisfactory information. He decided therefore to
go to San Pedro de los Nabedaches, near the Neches River. There the
rumors about the presence of the French on the coast were confirmed,
but he was told that the only way to reach the mouth of the Trinity
was to go on to Nacogdoches, where he could take the Bidai Trail, a
path cut by these Indians in going to and from their country. He was
impressed with the abundant signs of French influence in San Pedro
de los Nabedaches, but he was told that the French firearms, clothing,
and trinkets did not come from the coast but from Natchitoches.

When he arrived in Nacogdoches a few days later, he learned from
Father Fray José Calahorra y Saenz, the veteran missionary of Guadalupe,
that fifteen shipwrecked Frenchmen had recently passed by on their
way from the coast to Natchitoches. Struck by the coincidence, Orobio
decided to go to Los Adaes and consult with Governor Garcia Larios. By
February 4, he was back in Nacogdoches, where he secured an Indian
guide to take him over the Bidai Trail. Having completed his arrange-
ments, he left Nacogdoches on February 7, and arrived on March 6 at
a place which he called Santa Rosa de Viterbo, where he found a settle-
ment of Bidai Indians near the Trinity.

The presence of Spaniards, Orobio remarks, aroused great interest,
being the first time they had been seen in this region. After a few
days rest and a long interview with the chief of these Indians he
again set out, accompanied by a Bidai guide, crossed the Trinity River,
and went thirty leagues west-southwest from Santa Rosa de Viterbo to
a place which he called San Rafael, and which appears to have been on
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Spring Creek, west of the San Jacinto River.! Here he found two
Orcoquisac villages. The Orcoquisacs were even more surprised than the
Bidais to see Vegsa, as they called the Spaniards in their territory.

News of Frenck activities. Both the Bidais and the Orcoquisacs
explained that the French visited them frequently. For six years traders,
who lived in a place they called Pachina, near the Mississippi, had been
coming by land. Others came by water and ascended the Neches, Trinity
and Brazos Rivers. No permanent settlement had been made, but last
summer a party, who had come by sea, had chosen a site and told the
Orcoquisacs to notify the Bidais, the Deadoses, and the Tejas to bring
their bearskins, buckskins, and buffalo hides to this place to trade. The
site chosen appears to have been on the San Jacinto, some distance from
its mouth. The Indians explained it was on a stream between the Trinity
and the Brazos which was a tributary of neither. The Orcoquisacs told
Orobio that some Frenchmen had been recently lost among the Cujanes,
who lived to the southwest. From this he concluded that the party that
had passed through Nacogdoches had perhaps been out to rescue them.

Ezxploration of the San Jacinto. Curious to see the site chosen for
the proposed settlement, Orobio went towards the coast some fifteen
leagues and was shown the place where the French said they would
establish themselves. This was on a stream which Orobio named Aranzazu
and which was in all probability the San Jacinto. There was no sign
of habitation and in the opinion of Orobio no permanent settlement
could be established on this spot for lack of lands, timber, and stone.
Satisfied there was no French settlement, nor any immediate probability
of one, he set out in a northwestern direction until he came upon the
Camino Real between Nacogdoches and La Bahia. He then followed
the road back to his presidio, where he arrived on April 6, and made a
complete report to Governor Garcia Larios on June 25, 1746.°

The Orcoquisacs (Arkokisas). Before the visit of Orobio practically
nothing was known about the Orcoquisac Indians. During the next ten
years much was learned concerning them by occasional explorers and

4To here his diary found in Diligencias practicadas por Dn. Joaquin de Orobio
Capn. de la Bahia Sobre establecimiento de Franceses in Béjar Archives has been
followed. For the identification of localities we are indebted to Bolton, Tezas, p. 330.
Use has also been made of Miss Brown's thesis, ‘History of the Spanish Settlements.”

SDiligencias practicadas por Dn. Joaquin de Orobio Capn. de La Bahia sobre estab-
lecimiento de Franceses, Béjar Archsves.

Google



Occupation of the Trinity River, 1746-1772 49

adventurous traders who penetrated the coast region. The center or
headquarters of the tribe seems to have been located on a western branch
of the San Jacinto River called at this time Arroyo de Santa Rosa de
Alcazar. This stream has been identified on good authority as Spring
Creek.®* A short distance below the junction of the San Jacinto and
Santa Rosa, about a gunshot from the banks of the latter, was another
village ruled by Chief Canos. This chief was a close friend of the
French, whom the Indians generally designated as Canos; hence the
name. Some twenty miles above was the village of Chief El Gordo
(Fatty). A fourth village was located ten or fifteen miles above the
mouth of the Trinity on its east bank, while a fifth, ruled over by the
same chief, Calzones Colorados (Red Breeches), was at or near the
mouth of the same river and on the same side.” This nation occupied
and claimed as their country the coast region from as far west as the
Brazos to halfway between the Trinity and the Neches, for a distance
of from fifteen to twenty miles inland from the coast. The nation was
bordered on the north by the Bidais and the Deadoses. On the west
were the Cocos and to the west and southwest the Karankawas and the
Cujanes. The Orcoquisacs seem to have been on friendly terms with the
neighboring tribes with the exception of the Karankawa. Racially they
seem to have been closely related to the Attacapa, with whom they inter-
married freely.® The number of this tribe has been estimated between
ten and fifteen hundred souls. Orobio in his report in 1748 places the
number of families as slightly over three hundred.

Exploration of the Trinity River, 1748. On January 29 of this year,
the viceroy issued detailed instructions to Captain Orobio y Basterra to
explore the coast between the Guadalupe River and the Trinity and to
ascertain the facilities offered for settlement as well as the number and
character of the Orcoquisacs. The order was prompted by a report of
Orobio that a group of Indians from this tribe had come to La Bahia to
request that missions be founded in their country. The order was received

$Bolton, Texas in the Middle Eighteenth Century, p. 333.

7Bolton, op. cit., p. 333, declares that the location of the fifth village is not clear.
But the report of Orobio to the Viceroy made on July 22, 1748, clearly indicates that
there was a village at or very near the mouth of the Trinity. San Francisco el Grande
Archive, Vol. 19, pp. 95-100.

8Hodge, The Arkokisa (Orcoquisac) in Handbook of the American Indian;
Castaneda, Morfi's History of Texas, pt. 1, p. 80; The Missions at Work (Vol. 111
of Our Catholic Heritage, Chapters 1 and V1) ; Bolton, Texas, pp. 332-335-
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the east there were two long lagoons that joined each other and into
which the river flowed to reach the sea.

Three chiefs with many warriors, one from Arroyo Nombre de Dios,
who had visited the presidio the year before, one from the Neches River,
and one from the Sabine, came on June 15 to pay their respects to
the captain. They declared they were friends of the Spaniards, and that
they had come at the invitation of the head chief, who lived near the
Bay of San Fernando. Asked through an interpreter the number of
people in their nation, they replied that there were two hundred and
ninety-two families, without counting seventeen who had gone to San
Xavier.

Orobio now decided to explore the country to the east of the Trinity.
The Indians offered to guide him, and he followed the trail that led
from the Trinity to the Sabine and into the French settlements, according
to his escorts, for a distance of three leagues. The first two leagues
were along open and level country, but after this distance he encoun-
tered thick groves of pine trees and heavy underbrush. His guides told
him the rest of the way was of the same type until one day’s march
east of the Sabine. From there he would find wide plains similar to
those he had seen between the Trinity and the Brazos. Orobio notes that
the land was swampy and unfit for settlement. Satisfied with what the
Indians had told him, he turned back to camp.

On June 16, Orobio undertook to explore San Fernando Bay with
three soldiers and the chief of the village who offered to act as guide.
Three-quarters of a league from the village they came to Santa Rosa
Creek, a stream that ran into the bay. The water was found to be too
deep to permit crossing it on horseback. Fortunately the chief had fore-
seen the difficulty, and ordered a canoe to meet them. Leaving the horses,
they boarded the canoe and proceeded down the stream to the bay where
some soundings were taken. With a practiced eye Orobio noted that a
part of the timber had been recently cut along the far edge of the bay.
He inquired from the chief if his French visitors had done this. The
Indian replied that it had not been the French, but a party of white
men who had come in several large boats and sent a small launch ashore
to cut wood and get water. They had anchored in the bay for several
days, but had not traded with the natives. From the description of the
visitors Orobio concluded they had been English and not French. When
asked how long ago it was, the chief replied it had been in the fall.

From its mouth, which was about one league wide, the bay extended
inland for a distance of about five leagues to the base of the hill near
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the village where Orobio had set up his camp. At its widest point, the
bay was about two and one-half leagues, but it narrowed to one league
toward the hill. During the next two or three days Orobio attempted to
reach the point where the English had cut the wood but without success.

On June 22, he examined carefully the mouth of the Trinity where it
entered the bay. He found that it was one hundred and six varas wide
(about three hundred feet) and that from the east bank to the middle
the depth increased gradually to two fathoms. But the main channel ran
close to its west bank, where a depth of five fathoms was discovered.
Opposite the mouth there were sand banks and the water appeared to be
shallow.

After inspecting the neighboring streams, which he called San Antonio
de Padua and Nombre de Dios, both of which were found to be large
creeks and apparently permanent, he took leave of his friends on June 25
and started his return march to the Guadalupe. He followed the most
direct route, and finding no high waters, he arrived in La Bahia on July 4,
from where he made his report to the viceroy.’

Trade with the Bidais and the Orcoquisacs. Although the recom-
mendations of Orobio y Basterra for the establishment of missions among
these Indians were disregarded at this time because of the San Xavier
enterprise, when Governor Barrios y Jauregui arrived in Los Adaes in
1751 he seems to have realized the possibilities of a friendly trade with
them. An investigation held in 1760, after his departure, disclosed how
he had established a practical monopoly in which there are some indications
that the missionaries of East Texas shared. The trade was carried on
by his personal agents, Marcos Ruiz, Domingo del Rio, Juan Antonio
Maldonado, and Jacinto Leon. The business appears to have been well
organized. Governor Barrios y Jauregui obtained the goods in Natchi-
toches, in open violation of the strictest orders of the viceroy, and sent
them in pack-trains escorted by a small guard of soldiers to the country
of the Bidais and the Orcoquisacs. The goods consisted of French knives,
scissors, beads, cloth, tobacco, combs, and even firearms, in spite of the
serious offense which it was to supply arms and ammunition to the natives.
In exchange there were obtained corn, horses, buckskins and buffalo hides.
The corn and horses were sold by the governor to the garrison at Los
Adaes, while the skins and hides were either traded at Natchitoches for

%0robio y Basterra to the Viceroy, July 22, 1748, San Francisco el Grande Archsve,
Vol. 19, pp. 95-100. This report has not been used before by historians. It is for this
reason that it has been cited here in detail.
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new supplies or sent to Saltillo. This trade, in violation of every Spanish
regulation, seems to have been as lucrative as it was illegal.

But while Governor Barrios appears to have had a practical monopoly,
French traders seem to have continued their activities and frequently
visited these Indians. It was charged in the investigation that the par-
ticipation of the French traders was with the collusion of Barrios. This
idea apparently was widely held, for even Morfi in his Historia, referring
to the arrest of Blancpain and his companions in 1754, says: “After
having served Barrios in his illicit trade, this official, fearful of being
discovered by his successor during the residencia, sacrificed them by
denouncing the unfortunate men. They protested in vain that they had
entered the province with the consent of the governor, whose orders they
always obeyed. . . .”" Morfi exaggerated the facts in this instance, for
no such claim was made by the prisoners.

Arrest of Blancpain and companions, October 10, 1754. Whatever
the relations of the French traders with the governor, the fact remains
that the prisoners did not implicate him in their declarations. But the
whole story of this incident that led to the establishment of a presidio
and a mission on the Trinity has only been summarized heretofore."
It seems that on September 20, 1754, Barrios held a secret investigation
at Los Adaes. He declared he had reliably been informed that four
Frenchmen and two Spaniards had settled near the mouth of the Trinity
River, where they had built houses (jacales) and were selling guns and
ammunition to the natives. This was a violation of the regulations of
the viceroy and a transgression of Spanish territory. The claim to the
Trinity had been established by the visit of Joaquin Orobio y Basterra,
of La Babhia, the first to explore its mouth, and the Bidai and Orcoquisac
Indians had long been the friends of the Spaniards. Proof of this was
the aid given to Father Fray Mariano de Anda of San Xavier in recov-
ering runaway Mayeyes, Yojuanes, and Yerbipiames who had taken
refuge among them.?

10Castafieda, Morfi's History of Texas, pt. 2, p. 373 (Quivira Society Publications,
Vol. VI). For details of the investigation concerning illicit trade see Bolton, 7ezxas,
35-40. '

11Bolton’s account is brief, as is Miss Brown’s. With full details now available, a
fuller account is given here. Bolton, Texas in the Middle Eighteenth Century, 66,
337-338; Brown, “Spanish Settlements at Orcoquisac,” 21-24 (University of Texas,
Master’s Thesis, 1909).

12 4st0 of Governor Jacinto de Barrios y Jauregui, September 20, 1754, in Testi-
monio de los auttos fecho a consulta de D. Jacinto de Barrios y Jauregui Govor. de la
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surrounded by a group of Attacapa Indians who demanded the release
of the prisoners. Ruiz instructed his men to shoot the prisoners if the
natives attacked. Blancpain then asked to be allowed to talk to the new-
comers. He spoke to them in their own tongue and apparently persuaded
them to desist from their demand, because the Attacapas then took leave
in a friendly way and allowed the Spaniards to continue in peace.

Ruiz divided his men and proceeded with the prisoners to San Xavier,
sending back to Los Adaes about half of the soldiers to take his report
to the governor. Upon their arrival on October 22, Barrios y Jauregui
examined publicly Cristobal de Cordova, José de Arias, Ignacio Her-
nandez, and José del Rio, who reported the details of the capture. They
also revealed that when questioned, Blancpain had said he was expecting
fifty families who were to come from New Orleans to found a permanent
settlement and who were to be accompanied by a chaplain to establish a
mission for the Indians.’

An indication of the goods required for this trade is gained from the
list sent by Ruiz. Far from being complete, for many more things were
in fact taken and kept by the soldiers with the consent of the governor,
perhaps, it nevertheless gives a good idea of the extent of Blancpain’s
operations. Among the items listed were seventeen guns, four barrels of
powder, four of bullets, twelve dozen knives, one case of mirrors, one
case of glasses, four bolts of cotton cloth, one bushel of beads, one large
bundle of vermillion, nineteen blankets, two hundred hats, twenty-two
hatchets, three bolts of red flannel, twenty-four hoes, ten spades, seven
shirts, two thousand flints, eight pistols, thirteen hundred powderhorns,
and one barrel of butcher knives." These were reported as all that had
been seized, but when months later Blancpain made his official declaration
in Mexico, he alleged that the inventory made by Ruiz was false, that
ten times as many goods were taken from him, many of which were not
listed, and that these were not distributed among the Indians, as was
claimed by his captors, but were kept by the soldiers, who gave the
natives only a few insignificant trinkets. The actual value of his goods
he estimated at six thousand pesos and he gave a truly remarkable list
from memory. Furthermore he declared that he had twenty-three hundred
deerskins at the time of his capture which were taken by the soldiers.

BReport of Marcos Ruiz and declarations of soldiers. In Testimonio de los auttos
fecho . . . A. G. /., Audiencia de Guadalajara, 103-6-23 (Dunn Transcripts,
1756), pp. 4-21.

K¥nventario. Memoria de los vienes que havia en la casa de Lampen (Blancpain).
A. G. ., Audiencia de Guadalajara, 103-6-23 (Dunn Transcripts, 1756), pp. 7-8.

Google



56 Our Catholic Heritage in Texas

His brother-in-law, Elias George, added that Diego Ramodn, one of the
soldiers, had sent two mule loads of stolen goods to his brother on the
Rio Grande.®

Attempt to occupy the Trinity at once. But let us return to l.os
Adaes. On October 23, 1754, Governor Barrios convoked a Junta de
Guerra to decide on a course of action. After hearing the opinion of the
officers it was agreed that to prevent the possible settlement by the
French a detachment of ten soldiers and ten citizens should be sent
at once, pending the ultimate action of the viceroy. The citizens could
be assigned twenty-four pesos a month and given such arms as could
be spared from the stock in the presidio. In the meantime a report was
to be made to the viceroy and a request for twelve men sent to the com-
manders of San Antonio and La Bahia. Lieutenants José Gonzalez and
Antonio Losoya were accordingly commissioned to enlist the citizens.
But by November 4 only three men had been found and the matter was
dropped awaiting the decision of the viceroy.!

Before reporting the matter to the viceroy, however, Governor Barrios
thought it wise to present some evidence of the favorable disposition of
the natives towards the establishment of missions. Father Francisco
Vallejo, President of the missions in East Texas, was requested to state
what he knew concerning the matter. He quickly replied on November 19,
1754. that he had often heard Father Calahorra say that the Orcoquisac
Indians had repeatedly come to Nacogdoches to solicit missions and had
expressed a deep desire that Spaniards and missionaries should live in
their lands. It had been the intention of Father Calahorra to visit these
Indians this year for which purpose he, Vallejo, had given him permission,
but illness had prevented his expedition.”

Satisfied with the evidence gathered, Governor Barrios formally ordered
ten men from Los Adaes to go to the mouth of the Trinity as soon as
eighteen others came to join them for that purpose from San Antonio,
San Xavier, and La Bahia. On November 30, he made a detailed report
to the viceroy and transmitted copies of all the evidence he had gathered.

15Summary of declarations in Respuesta fiscal, in ibid., pp. 46-65; see also Decla-
raciones de los reos framceses, given in full in Sam Franmcisco el Grande Archive,
Vol. 6, pp. 181-190.

¥ 4utos of the /unta de Guerra, October 23-November 4, 1754, in Testimonio de
los auttos fecho . . . 4. G. /., Audiencia de Guadalajara, 103-6-23 (Dunn Transcripts,
1756), pp. 20-27.

YFray Francisco Vallejo to Governor Barrios, November 19, 1754. In ibid., pp.
31-38,
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In his report he urged the importance of the formal establishment of a
garrison of thirty men at the site where the French traders had been
captured, the founding of a civil settlement with settlers from Los Adaes,
and the erection of a mission for the Orcoquisacs. The civil settlement
would obviate in a few years the need of a garrison. The messenger who
carried the dispatches made good time, for on January 11, 1755, the
viceroy referred the matter to the Auditor.™®

Effect of incident on viceregal authorities. The news of Blancpain’s
arrest aroused Spanish officials in Mexico to action. Ever since 1739, the
Spanish frontier from Texas to New Mexico and beyond had been violated
by daring French traders. The persistence of the intruders was beginning
to chafe viceregal officials. In 1739, the Mallet brothers with a party of
eight or nine men made their way first to Taos by way of the Platte
River, and hence to Santa Fé. They had succeeded in breaking through
the Comanche country and the vigilance of the Spanish frontier. After
a residence of six or seven months in comfortable captivity, most of the
members of the party were allowed to return. Four descended the Canadian
and the Arkansas rivers to New Orleans, while the others made their
way to Canada. They carried back the impression that the people of New
Mexico were willing to trade and that the Comanches were not an insur-
mountable obstacle.

Encouraged by this initial success, Governor Bienville sent a party
under Fabre de la Bruyere to open trade with Santa Fé by way of the
Arkansas River. Although the little band did not reach its destination,
French authorities established a post on the Missouri at the Kansas village
shortly afterwards, and French traders soon entered into a treaty in 1746
or 1747 with the Comanches and the Jumanos, which made the Arkansas
trail to New Mexico safe. The effect was immediate. From 1748 to 1750
forty-five Frenchmen were reported among the Comanches near Taos,
among them Fabre, Satren, and Raballo. In 1751, four others arrived in
New Mexico from New Orleans by way of the Missouri. Finally in 1752
Chapuis and Feuilli from Fort Chartres came to Santa Fé and brazenly
proposed to open a regular trade route between Illinois and New Mexico.

What was the Spanish reaction to these activities? At first they looked
upon the visitors benevolently and permitted the Mallet party to return
unimpeded. When Fabre, Satren, and Raballo appeared, the Spaniards

B 4ut0 of November 20, 1754; Barrios y Jauregui to the Viceroy, November 3o,
1754, in 4. G. /., Audiencia de Guadalajara, 103-6-23 (Dunn’s Transcripts, 1756),

PP. 32-38.
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became a bit resentful and retained the intruders in Santa Fé as artisans.
But when still others continued to come, officials became apprehensive and
sent the uninvited guests as prisoners to Mexico with a report that the
French-Comanche alliance was dangerous. Feuilli and Chapuis were then
sent to Spain for trial in 1754. They were preceded by those who came
in 1751. When these incidents are coupled to the recent investigation
concerning the boundary between Louisiana and Texas, conducted by
Governor Barrios, and the discovery of Blancpain and his companions
in the Orcoquisac country, it is not strange that the viceroy and his
advisors should have viewed the situation with some alarm.

Relative promptness was revealed by the Awuditor, Don Domingo
Valcarcel, who made his report to the viceroy on February 11, 1755.
After briefly summarizing the evidence presented by Governor Barrios,
he emphasized the serious menace of the proposed settlement on the
Trinity of fifty French families, who, accompanied by a chaplain, were
to be sent by Lacreau from New Orleans. The suggestions of the governor
to forestall such a grave contingency should be put into effect without
delay. The incidents of 1752 and 1754 in New Mexico clearly pointed
out the determination of the French to penetrate the dominion of Spain
in America, and the alliance recently made with the Comanches and the
Jumanos made the approach by way of the Pecos feasible. They could
not be permitted to gain a foothold also on the coast region. A Spanish
settlement should promptly be established on the Trinity. With reference
to the governor’s proposal that settlers for this purpose might be recruited
in Los Adaes, Valcarcel was of the opinion that it would be best to
enlist families from outside of Texas rather than weaken Los Adaes,
which itself was a frontier outpost with Natchitoches dangerously near it.
He heartily endorsed the immediate establishment of a presidio, a mission,
and a civil settlement, and recommended that the Fiscal be asked to make
an early report. But the mission should not become a source of misunder-
standing and friction between officials. It might be advisable, he thought,
to place the new establishment in the care of Jesuit missionaries.?

Autos fhos. sre. Averiguar que rumbo han traido tres franzeses que llegaron al
pueblo de Taos . . . 4. G. M., Provincias Internas, Vol. 37, and Testimonio de los
autos fechos a consulta del govor. del Nuevo México sobre haber llegado dos
franzeses . . ., 4. G. M., Provincias Internas, Vol. 34. See also Bolton, Texas in the
Middile Eighteenth Century, pp. 66-68.

20Dictamen del Auditor, February 11, 1755. 4. G. /., Audiencia de Guadalajara,

" 103-6-23 (Dunn Transcripts, 1756), pp. 39-46. Copy also in Sam Framcisco el
Grande Archive, Vol. 6, pp. 19-25.
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Governor Barrios’ second snvestigation, 1755. In the meantime the
governor, fearful lest the projected French settlement might be estab-
lished, and curious as to what was happening in the Trinity region, ordered
Domingo del Rio, one of his trusted lieutenants, on April 29, 1755, to
visit again the site, where Blancpain was arrested and report on the
attitude of the Indians. Del Rio set out shortly afterwards with a good
supply of gifts and presents. By June 4, he was back in Los Adaes. He
reported that soon after the arrest of Blancpain a boat containing men
had come, who having learned of the fate of the French traders had not
stopped in the Trinity but had explored the coast as far as the Brazos,
from where they had turned back to New Orleans. This group had not been
the only visitors. After the boat disappeared, four Frenchmen on horse-
back had entered the country of the Orcoquisacs, bringing merchandise
to trade, but the Indians refused to have anything to do with them,
with the exception of those at the ramcheria of Chief Canos. The state-
ment made by Del Rio was substantiated by seven other witnesses who
swore to its truth. But Governor Barrios did not inform the viceroy until
September 6 of the new intrusions and of the recent overtures made by
Governor Kerlerec of New Orleans for permission to purchase cattle in
Texas, and a reciprocal arrangement for the return of deserters.?

The proposals assume an added significance in view of the project
Governor Kerlerec had presented to French authorities in 1753 to open
trade with the interior provinces. In his memoire to the king he pointed
out that although Spain was most jealous in her commercial policy, never-
theless the weakness of the frontier outposts made her exclusiveness
ineffective. Furthermore the rich mines of Nuevo Leon and Coahuila
could be occupied without difficulty. The main obstacle seemed to be not
the Spanish outposts but the Apaches, whose hatred of the eastern and
northern Indians extended to the French. The first step was to negotiate
a peace between the Apaches and their eastern neighbors. This would
prepare the ground for the occupation of the Apache country, which at
present was not controlled either by Spain or France. Then if a rupture
should occur between the two crowns, the French would be in position to
advance and take possession of the Spanish interior provinces already
indicated.®

21Comisién que le dié6 a Domingo del Rio para que pasase a la averiguacién . .
April 29, 1755 ; Declaraciones de testigos; Barrios y Jauregui to the Viceroy, Septem-
ber 6, 1755. A. G. /., Audiencia de Guadalajara, 103-6-23 (Dunn Transcripts,
1756), pp. 113-134.

22Project de Paix et D’Alliance avec les Conneis,” in Journal de la Societé des
Americanistes de Paris, Nouvelle Série, 111, 67-76.
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Declarations of Blancpain and companions. Upon the arrival of the
prisoners in Mexico, viceregal officials had obtained sworn declarations
from the three Frenchmen. The chief of these, Joseph Blancpain, admitted
he was a royal interpreter and knew eight Indian languages. His home
was among the Humas, some twenty miles above New Orleans, and he
had a trading establishment in Natchitoches. He had set out from New
Orleans with several companions and a supply of merchandise to trade
among the Attacapas. These Indians had been friends of the French for
thirty-two years. It was a numerous nation that lived along the coast from
the Trinity to the Mississippi. Before leaving, he had obtained a patent
from Governor Kerlerec to trade and he had received instructions to win
the friendship of any new tribes he might encounter, inviting their chiefs
to visit the governor in New Orleans.

He explained that he set out from New Orleans, where he had obtained
the merchandise and a negro slave from Monsieur Lacreau. He had then
proceeded to his home twenty leagues up the river. From there he had
gone to Plaquemin, about ten leagues distant, made his way to Lake
Chetimatha, where the Attacapas lived, crossed in canoes, and then
traveled thirty leagues to another lake, also in the Attacapa country,
from where he marched twenty-five leagues more to Attacapa Bay. This
bay had two arms, one running west, and the other east. The place where
he was taken prisoner was about a league north of the bay on the east
bank of the Trinity. The distance from New Orleans was fifty-five
leagues. At the time of his capture he had been among the Indians for
several months and had traded merchandise for skins to the value of
three or four hundred pesos. He explained that he and his companions
could have easily escaped, because the natives had warned them of the
approach of the Spaniards six days before.

When asked about the proposed settlement of fifty French families
from New Orleans who were to come with a chaplain, he stoutly denied
any such plan and asserted that the only interest of the French was to
trade with the natives. He took occasion to state that the report of the
goods taken from him was far short of the actual amount, saying that
the value of the merchandise was six thousand pesos, and that Ruiz and
his soldiers had stolen the rest, giving to the Indians only a few worthless
trinkets. He added that when the Attacapas attempted to rescue him and
his companions, he had merely explained to them that he was going to
see the “Capitin Grande” (Big Chief), the designation by which the
natives usually referred to the governor.

The statements made by Blancpain were corroborated by the separate
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declarations of Elias George and Antonio Dessars. Monsieur George
explained that at the time of the capture they had twenty-three hundred
deerskins, which were taken by the soldiers and distributed among
themselves. He accused Diego Ramon, one of the soldiers, of having
sent two mule loads of goods to his brother.”

Action of authorities. Not until August 27 did the Fiscal make his
report. He reviewed all the facts of the case, analysed the declarations of
the prisoners and the recommendations of the governor and the Awditor,
and concluded that the matter was urgent. In his opinion the temporary
occupation of the Trinity ordered by the governor should be approved.
As to the missions contemplated, that official should consult with the
Indians, the President of the missions of East Texas, and persons of
experience as to the location best suited for the purpose, and report at
which time the matter could be formally approved. Wisely he ignored
the suggestion that Jesuits be sent to Texas and expressed the hope that
in time several missions might be founded for the Orcoquisacs. He did
not think that a civil settlement was necessary at this time. The governor
could be instructed to enlist volunteer settlers and offer them lands and
the honors of first settlers as inducements, but the royal treasury should
not be burdened with additional expenses for this purpose.

Taking notice of the claim of Blancpain as to the incomplete report
of Ruiz and Governor Barrios concerning the goods taken from him, the
Fiscal suggested that this matter should be investigated. This was
essential in order to make a correct report to His Majesty. If part of
the merchandise had been distributed among the soldiers, this should be
recovered by the governor and kept safely by him subject to the orders
of the viceroy.®

When the matter was again referred to the Auditor, this official replied
immediately by urging the need for prompt and determined action. In
his opinion the failure of the French to win completely the friendship
of the Comanches had induced them to seek an easier route along the
coast. He pointed out that it was the policy of French officials to employ

BDeclaraciones de José Blancpain, Elias George y Antonio Dessars, February
19-21, 1755, San Francisco el Grande Archsve, Vol. 6, pp. 181-189; Doctor Andreu
al Virrey, August 27, 1755; List of goods declared by Blancpain as taken from him,
October 22, 1755; Razon de la Ruta, October 25, 1755, in 4. G. /., Audiencia de
Guadalajara, 103-6-23 (Dunn Transcripts, 1756), pp. 83-90.

URespuesta fiscal, August 27, 1755, 4. G. /., Audiencia de Guadalajara, 103-6-23
(Dunn Transcripts, 1756), pp. 46-65. Copy also in San Francisco el Grande Archsve,
Vol. 6.
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interpreters of native languages as pathfinders. One of the leaders who
reached the Pecos and New Mexico in 1752 was an interpreter, the same
as in the case of Blancpain. Should the French succeed in establishing a
post on the Trinity, they would sever communication between San Antonio
and the missions on the Neches, Nacogdoches, and Los Adaes. Measures
to occupy the Trinity must be taken at once.

He expressed surprise at the opposition of the Fiscal to a civil settle-
ment at royal expense. Valcarcel, an experienced officer and follower of
the farsighted Marqués de Altamira, strongly pointed out that the
founding of a civil settlement would obviate the need of a regular
garrison in a few years, citing many instances to prove his contention.
The military force assigned to the new post should be temporary and
the time of service specifically limited to six years. The settling of fifty
families at royal expense would prove a great saving in a few years by
eliminating the need of maintaining a permanent presidio. He recom-
mended that the governor be immediately instructed to explore the
country and to select an appropriate site for a mission, a temporary
presidio, and a settlement. The three French prisoners and the two negroes
should be sent to Spain for trial.®

Death of Blancpain and fate of companions. The viceroy approved
the recommendations of Valcarcel in regard to the disposition of the
prisoners, who were notified shortly thereafter of their early embarkation
for Spain. Joseph Blancpain had been ill for some time and now pleaded
that the trip would endanger his very life. On January §, 1756, the
viceroy ordered Doctors Antonio Martinez, Nicolas Torres, and Domingo
Russi to examine the prisoner and make a report. The doctors reported
that the unsanitary conditions of confinement and a poor diet had
aggravated a hereditary ailment which the prisoner had suffered for
ten years. He was in no condition to travel and needed a long treatment
that could not be administered in the prison. Before much could be done,
however, the unfortunate Frenchman became worse and died on Febru-
ary 6. Two court doctors made the autopsy and testified as to the causes
of his death.?

On March 14, 1756, Elias George and Antonio Dessars, together with

25Dictamen del Auditor, October 11, 175§, in sbid., pp. 65-82.

26Escripto de Blancpain, October 25, 1755; Respuesta Fiscal, October 29, Decreto
del Virrey, January 5, 1756; Medical report, same date, in 4. G. /., Audiencia de
Guadalajara, 103-6-23 (Dunn Transcripts, 1756), pp. 83-92; Certificacion de los
medicos sobre la muerte del reo francés Blancpain, San Francisco el Grande Archsve,
Vol. 6, pp. 189-190.
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the two negroes, were sent to Cadiz on board “La América” and a detailed
report of their arrest, declarations, and the measures adopted to prevent
the occupation of the Trinity by the French sent to the king. Upon
arrival in Cadiz the prisoners were placed in a dungeon while the Council
of the Indies determined their fate. When in October of that year the
Council took up the case it recommended that although the prisoners had
incurred the death penalty this be commuted to life imprisonment. As a
result of this case the king issued an order that in the future if any
more Frenchmen were found within the Spanish dominions in New Spain
without a permit, they should be sent to Acapulco from where they were
to be shipped to South America to be kept on the Island of Juan Fernandez
or the Presidio of Valdivia.*

Approval of plan for presidio, mission, and civil settlement. But let
us return to the perplexed officials in Mexico. The report of Governor
Barrios of September 6, 1755, concerning new evidence of French activity
and the proposals for trade of Governor Kerlerec reached the viceroy
towards the close of December. This naturally required a new consultation.
Valcarcel reiterated his recommendations on January 8, 1756, and urged
that the matter be considered by a Junta de Guerra y Hacienda. Just at
this juncture a change of viceroys occurred. When the Marqués de las
Amarillas finally took office he promptly ordered a Junta for February 4
to decide on a course of action.

The Marqués de Aranda, who succeeded Doctor Andreu as Fiscal,
presented on January 27 the basic considerations to be submitted to the
Junta. He called attention to the fact that although it had been taken
for granted that the Trinity had been temporarily occupied since August
27, 1755, by twenty-eight men sent by the Governor of Texas from Los
Adaes, San Xavier, San Antonio, and La Bahia, this measure had not
been carried out because of the unavailability of the required men.?® It
was highly important, therefore, that the necessary men for this new
post, be they twelve or twenty, be recruited specially for the purpose

27Expediente sobre la aprehensién . . . de tres franceses y dos negros .
A. G. I., Audiencia de Guadalajara, 103-6-23 (Dunn Transcripts, 1751-1756), pp
181-206 Despacho de los autos fhos. sre. la condusion de los franzeses y negros. in
#bid., pp. 207-238; Testimonio de los autos fechos sobre haver fallesido . . . el
francés nombrado Blancpain, in ébsd., 286-292. Much additional data found in these
documents. See also Bolton, o2. cit., pp. 338-339.

28Marqués de Aranda to the Viceroy, January 27, 1756, 4. G. /., Audiencia de
Guadalajara, 103-6-23 (Dunn Transcripts, 1756), pp. 143-157. This definitely
shows that the deduction that the Trinity was occupied on or about August 25, 1755,
is unfounded. Bolton, 07. cit., 242, note 4.
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on or near the spot where the garrison was established, this to be placed
under the care of two missionaries from the Apostolic College of Our
Lady of Guadalupe of Zacatecas, in whose territory lay the Trinity River.
The missionaries were to begin at once to congregate the Orcoquisacs
and the Bidais under the protection and with the cooperation of the
thirty men assigned to the new post in order to begin to instruct them
in the catechism. For this purpose the governor was instructed to request
the Guardian in Zacatecas to send two missionaries at the earliest oppor-
tunity, informing him that each one was to receive four hundred pesos
a year from the royal treasury. They would likewise be provided with
the necessary ornaments, sacred vessels, and all other things customarily
supplied for such purpose.

Since a civil settlement was approved, the viceroy requested the governor
to inform him of the proper amount of money that should be allowed each
of the fifty families for expenses. In arriving at the estimate, the governor
was asked to keep in mind that they were to settle near the mouth of the
river and that the families enlisted should be as large as possible. The
settlers were to be in addition to the thirty soldiers and the lieutenant
authorized for the new post, who were to be recruited at once and ordered
to occupy the site indicated without delay. Their salary was to be the
same as that of the garrison at Los Adaes, to whose commander they
were to be subordinated. But it was to be understood that their enlistment
was for only six years.

The proposal of the Governor of Louisiana for the mutual return of
deserters could not be granted. The king had issued strict orders on
July 26, 1752, covering this point. It would be well for Barrios to inform
Governor Kerlerec of the resolution adopted by the Junta, sending him
a copy of the royal order prohibiting any such arrangement. With regard
to the sale of cattle to the French in Louisiana for a reasonable price a
concession was made. This trade should be limited, however, to the most
indispensable need of the French in order to avoid overpopulation of the
neighboring province.®

Establishment of Presidio San Agustin de Ahumada, May 27, 1756.
The decree with supplementary instructions was sent immediately to the
Governor of Texas for its execution. Barrios had dispatched Marcos Ruiz
to Mexico with his report of September 6, 1755, who appears to have

3Junta de Guerra y Real Hacienda, February 4, 1756 ; Decreto del Virey, February
12, 1756, in A. G. I., Audiencia de Guadalajara, 103-6-23 (Dunn Transcripts,
1756), pp. 157-162. See also the Viceroy to Governor Barrios, February 12, 1756,
A.G. M., Historia, Vol. 91, pt. 1, pp. 37-42.
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spoken with many of the officials concerning the situation in Texas. He
cvidently made a good impression on the viceroy, or he profitably used
his time to advance his personal affairs, because on February 29, 1756,
just a week after formal approval was given to the project for a new
presidio, that official appointed Ruiz lieutenant commander of the proposed
establishment and commissioned him to enlist thirty men for its garrison
on his way back to Texas. Instructions were likewise issued at the same
time to the officers of the provinces and towns, through which he was to
pass, to place no hindrance in the way of the new commander, but to
render him whatever aid he might need."

Making his way back to Texas leisurely, Ruiz arrived in Los Adaes
on May 12. His recruiting efforts had not been entirely successful,
revealing that it was not easy to secure volunteers who were willing to
go out to a frontier outpost. When he reported to Governor Barrios he
had only fifteen men. He presented his credentials and asked for the
cooperation of his former commander. The governor had already received
the decree of February 12, and the more detailed instructions of the
viceroy, which were delivered to him on April 28, and had made prepara-
tions for the immediate occupation of the lower Trinity River. He gave
Ruiz sixteen more men, one hundred fifty-one horses, the required guns,
swords, saddles, and oth<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>